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PREFACE. 



John Newton was actively engaged in the 
slave trade on the coast of Africa, without any 
seeming apprehension of the inconsistency, or 
sense of guilt, many months after he had ac- 
cepted the message of mercy through a crucified 
Saviour. Colonel Gardiner was " not afraid to 
fight, though he was afraid to sin," and refused 
to accept a challenge as a duellist, because he 
judged it an ofience against God; but he hesi- 
tated not to plunge into the thickest ranks of a 
murderous afiray, as one of thousands, when he 
lost his life in defence of his king. It is not the 
province of a fellow creature presumptuously to 
pronounce these men self deceivers, or traitors 
to their Heavenly Sovereign; yet had either 
of them known the love of a divine Saviour 
before they became attracted by the gains of 
slave traflBc, or entangled by t\\& dscLiMw^ ^orcNsae* 
of martial distinction, it is moTe \\i"8ca y^O»^^^ 
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he would have chosen rather the occupations of 
peace and the works of righteousness. Thej 
saw through a glass darkly; but as when the 
more perfect light is diffused, and the full cha- 
racter of the man in Christ Jesus is developed, 
conformity with the law of benevolence will be 
earnestly desired; the maturity of the religious 
life in Newton was displayed in his subsequent 
consecration to the service of Him who com- 
mands his followers to break every yoke. Gar- 
diner's life was cut short by the sword, and we 
have not his testimony to the growth of the 
principles of peace. 

It is but too manifest, that the honours and 
present advantages of military service may blind 
even benevolent minds to the miseries and crimi- 
nality of war. The rank and pay, the promo- 
tion and renown, which are the prizes of a 
" bloody war," may tend to soothe the stings of 
an accusing conscience; but the nation, who 
have all these to provide by taxation and debt, 
ought to contemplate the cost more impartially, 
and form a more correct judgment. Contractors 
and mercenaries may accumulate fortunes and 
enrich their families, at the expense of a mis- 
£rinded people; but the day of reckoning will 
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surely come, and such riches will be found no 
provision against the evil day, or preparation 
for the world to come. 

The thoughts and sympathies of the Christian 
will probably be furnished with material con- 
genial for reflection in the following pages; and 
the Author will have the gratification of being 
numbered among the few whose voice, though 
not for war, is yet raised in the service of his 
country, and whose prayer is for the manifesta- 
tion of that kingdom in whose days the righteous 
shall flourish, and by whose influence, it is pro- 
mised, peace shall abound so long as the moon 
endureth : if, by means of this publication, he 
may obtain audience of the sons of peace, and be 
numbered among those with whom is confirmed 
the covenant of life and peace. 

JAMES WILLIAM MASSIE. 



LoHDON, May 26<A, 1854. 



WAR A CALAMITY TO BE DEPLORED. 



" I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, my 
soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction 
upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: sud- 
denly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. 
How long shall I see the standard, and hear the soimd of the 
trumpet?" — ^Jeremiah iv. 19 — 21. 



It is my purpose to exhibit war as a plague, and 
to describe, from divine authority, its antidote. Lot 
me preface the specific subject by a few preliminary 
observations, explanatory of what has led to the 
occasion. 

It is now fifty years since war was last formally 
proclaimed by an English sovereign ; and fi-om the 
proclamation until the cessation of hostilities, a 
period of at least eleven years was spent in sangui- 
nary conflict, in which all the nations of Europe 
were involved. It would be diflicult to compute the 
millions of money that were spent by the several 
Governments in warlike munitions, and in the sup- 
port of armies, during that time. It is probably 
impossible to reckon the myriads of men that were 
slain in the fields of battle; whilft \\.'wQivi\^\5fe'si^5«^^ 
vain to attempt to recount the domfea\Aa ^Qrc\L<y«^'»^^^ 



view d>i»^ «k; iurA of iasbnkdi ud t 
ami Id ff^ araiZ rrir vidma bii^ieG, vr bsff 
aid forSi^ Ban it «v«j1 &r aipas k 
eoBMfOm to aiiimj* to rK^L^ Ae crinKS, 
mfridBal in3i^m»u«!, ^c ii^p^Sag crniJiiei 
Awe ikai hdd tbe h^«^ <«' satMcilinate omiuc 
of Aar f^ltifw Mtea ia bude-aeld^ is d>e sege t 
pllage rf lowiu and diie^ and in tbe unuoltm 
boBr at deadtr snife. To esdnal^ the brarwa a; 
aimuul ouinges of war, perpetjared iadindna] 
and far the ctdkcttTC nahunde, would require 
etenihj. 

It is now nearlf (t«tj jean since tbe general a 
tmninated; and daring this period tbe nadons 
the world hare nude evidoit progress, both in t 
arts ot drOizatioo and in cnltiratii^ intematioi 
commerce — aoorces of incalcolable huppioess to t 
people. Tbe measure of thb progress has been 
the most marked character, and has added intensi 
to the enjojment and improvement of maokiii 
Science and literature have also been advanced 
all Enropeon oatiouB; and men of this generati 
liave been taught to valae and aspire atler son 
thing else than the glitter and tinsel of warlike a 
tumos aiid shining armoar, and t« admire otb 
uctilovemcntft besides tbe adventures of arms ai 
wkiiguinarf cnconnters. The disposition does not 
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mach prevail among the people at present, as it 
once did, to glory in the pageantry and symbols of 
WBX — the mock fights, the parade and trappings of 
belligerent battalions. Britain has made progress 
during these forty years above all other nations in 
the arts of peace. Her people have learned that 
peace has its victories and laurels, more enduring 
than the blood-stained banner. Revolutions have 
been silently but efiectually achieved by steam and 
iron, the rail and ihe electric wire — by the civil 
engineer and the natural philosopher — which sur- 
pass the changes wrought by Alexander's conquests, 
or the convulsions effected by the wars of Napoleon. 
Not only has machinery been improved, and em- 
ployed in its accumulated forces and facilities for 
the happiness of the people; but the science of mind 
has been extended — ^the adaptation of social powers 
and popular liberties has been developed. Not only 
has the machinery of government been improved, 
and the principles, on which Governments ought to 
be conducted, rectified, brought into greater sjnn- 
pathy with the people, and made to proceed in more 
harmonious action and order; but the rulers and the 
ruled have begun to feel themselves more like men 
of a common race, like members of a community 
with common interests, like fellow citizens whossi. 
prosperity as much affects the \\\wx:W^^"9\. ^-asaxiJ^ ^ 
the highest peer; the subject 2xA t\ie ^x\»R.^. ^^"^^ 
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position is increasingly manifest, even among tlie- 
classes who used to designate the people " a herd," 
" the commonalty," " the great nnwashed," and 
"swinish multitude," to admit to more friendly, to 
more equal intercourse; a conviction or feeling of 
the necessity at least to pretend to be the friends 
of the poor has grown up in their minds; and 
the policy of attempting projects that may seem 
to advance the welfare of the community has now 
acquired some populai'ity. Such has been the tran- 
sition in the years of peace. 

During those halcyon years, have gone forth into 
all lands of the heathen, African and Asiatic, the 
heralds of divine truth. The messengers of heavenly 
peace and righteousness have sought access amongst 
inhabitants of the most despotic countries, and have 
found an entrance amongst the most degraded naticms. 
There are dynasties, indeed, that have resisted the ag- 
gressions of truth and the encroachments of light; and 
amongst these is the imperial house of Russia, no less 
than the petty rulers of Tuscany and of Rome. In the 
lands of the Czar, some thirty years ago, there was 
an organization of the Bible Society, and an agency 
employed for the diffusion of the sacred Scriptures; 
seeking to convert the people to the knowledge of the 
tvill of Grod, and also to the reception of its principles 
and influence. But at the beginning of the reign of 
the present ruler of all the Russias, that Bible Society 
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was annihilated, its servants dismissed, its stores of '^ 
the Scriptares put under seal and confiscation, and 
any individual attempting to propagate by their 
circulation the knowledge of a Saviour's love was 
doomed to immediate imprisonment, or banishment 
and exile into solitude or slavery in the most inhos- 
pitable region of the world. In that empire, what 
they designate the Greek or Eastern Church is the 
ecclesiastical establishment of the State, and over it 
the supremacy of the Emperor is paramount. Per- 
mission to read the Scriptures is withheld from the 
people, except obtained by the connivance or consent 
of the priesthood. If a convert from heathenism or 
Mohammedanism becomes inclined to embrace Chris- 
tianity, he may not. exercise liberty of conscience, or 
indulge his own choice in the communion which he 
adopts; he must join the Greek Church. The con- 
sequence of this restriction was, that the Scottish 
Missionary Society and the London Missionary So- 
ciety, which had sent missionaries into that country, 
withdrew their agents, since their labours could only 
bring converts to the Greek superstition, or expose 
both missionary and proselyte to vexatious persecu- 
tion and strife. There is now no unfettered preach- 
ing of the gospel among the millions of Russia; there 
is no free mission of the gospel to the people of that 
vast region; they sit in the a\ia.^QW oi ^t^-aJCa^ 
Amongst the nationa tliat 'w«t^ vsaVwA^ ^as^r^ "^ "^^ 
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^ last war temuiuited, by messeDgers of the iruAj wen 
seyeral of the proyinces held under swaj by the Sul- 
tan of Tnrkej; and to the Armenians, to the Nesto- 
rians, and nnmerons other tribes, nominaDj CSiris- 
tian, missionaries from America and from England 
have openly proceeded with the most perfect free* 
dom, and are actiyely employed; exposed only to such 
obstructions as the Greek Church, by its clergy, at- 
tempts to throw in the way of all who seek to diffuse 
a purer faith, and who teach only the truth of God's 
Word. In that land there is, under the highest 
authority, free circulation given to the sacred Scrip- 
tures. At this time there is full toleration for the 
divers sects of Christianity, and for converts from 
one sect or creed to another, so far as the action of 
Government extends; and although the Turkish sub- 
jects who are Mohammedans have been considered 
the lords paramount of civil privilege, like the mem- 
bers of Established Churches in some Protestant 
countries, yet, under present and recent influences, it 
seems to be the desire and design of the rulers of 
Turkey that there should be freedom given^-equal 
freedom — to men of all creeds. The amount of 
liberty granted by Turkish authorities to Protestant 
sectaries, and the diffusion of scriptural truth among 
the people, with their consequent emancipation from 
thraldom under Greek clergy, and their alienation 
irom Russian sympathies, have been the source of 
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dissatisfaction and apprehension to the autocrat of 
Russia. Not unlikely, the rupture of treaties and 
peaceful intercourse between Turkey and Russia has 
had this origin. The offence alleged about the sacred 
places in Palestine was but a pretext. Encroachment 
and domination by the latter power provoked to 
resistance and hostility the other — and, in conse- 
quence of collision between the Turkish and Russian 
Goyemments, and the entrance of the Russians on 
the possession and occupation of Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia, provinces previously subject to Turkish do- 
minion, a state of peace and progress in Europe has 
been exchanged for a state of wai-fare and wrong. 

The Queen of England, and her royal predecessor, 
had long sustained an ambassador — a representative 
of England's power — at Constantinople; and he who 
had last filled that office was selected by Her Majesty 
to return and occupy his place as her plenipotentiary, 
and to discharge his duties there with a special regard 
to the welfare of the people dwelling in that land 
under the name Christian. Lord Stratford de Red- 
diffe resumed his functions, possessing the confidence 
of his Sovereign, and had an early audience of the 
Porte. The Russian envoy had just previously made 
demands of the Sultan which would have degraded 
the Turkish ruler to the position of a dependent. The 
British ambassador declared that Hftt M."^\'m&X*^^ %^<5>^ 
pleasure wsls, to be at all timea ou insvv3\^ XfcYsas*^^^^ 
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the Government of the Sublime Porte, and, as fiur as 
was in her power, to sustain it in inx)moting what 
was good and right among the people, and what was 
equitable among the surrounding nations of Europe. 
Negotiation ensued, in consequence of the demands 
of the Russians, and the interposition of the Western 
Powers. The diplomatic negotiaticms in the name 
of Her Britannic Majesty were conducted by English 
statesmen for the purpose, as thej aUeged, of pre- 
yenting aggression, and also, if possible, of repressing 
encroachments by Russian authorities. It is not mj 
province now to attempt to define the characteristics 
of the policy pursued on the part of our diplomatists; 
but I may venture to affirm, that it appears to myself, 
Hor Majesty and Her Majesty's advisers sought, 
throughout the whole course of these negotiations, 
with as much patience and forbearance as ever cha* 
racterized statesmen, to maintain peace, to avoid 
war, to prevent the shedding of blood as between 
nation and nation. I am bound still Airther to 
testify, that where there has been a stimulating 
power, an exciting cause, a provocative incitement, 
exerted on those statesmen, it has been from without 
the Cabinet, to drive them as belligerents into the 
conflict between Turkey and Russia* The initiative 
has sprung from the people, and not from the rulers. 
The cry of havoc and for battle has unhappily been 
loudest heard from our popular press; and, for the 
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most part, public agitators have urged that the dogs 
of war should be let slip; while our Queen^s counsel- 
lors have seemed, with unfeigned humanity and ten- 
derness, to shrink from the responsibilities of letting 
loose the angry passions of hostile nations, and enter- 
ing into the conflict and carnage of the battle-field. 
War is proclaimed ; the trumpet has sounded ; the 
forces are now gathering on the plains in martial 
array, and some of our fellow citizens are even yet 
condemning our rulers, because they are not quick 
or keen enough in their scent for blood — are not 
speedy enough in forming their serried ranks for 
carnage and deadly conflict. 

The national Churches have been summoned by the 
Government to set apart a season for worship at this 
momei^tous crisis; and we do not wonder they should 
do 80 at such a time. Most of the nation prefer 
worshipping God when they please, believing that 
no fellow creature, whether ruler or ruled, has power 
over any other to dictate either the time or the mode 
of worship, or the supplications to be addressed to 
the Eternal Throne. Yet the peojde of God will not 
neglect a season that is suitable for worship when 
there are occasions manifestly calling for humilia- 
tion, penitence, and supplication; when each man's 
own mind may see in his spirit enough to make him 
walk humbly with his God, and ify ww^Ssjea. \sl >waa. 
earnest desires for the mitigation oi ^q«a«V e^^'^s ^*» ^ 
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threatens his fellow men. I have therefore c 
the subject so graphically described by the pro 
that I may awaken that kind of feeling and mt 
in reference to the coming conflict which becom 
devont people; and is suitable to those who 1 
God and put their trust in his merciful and ovi 
ruling providence. 

You will mark that the patriotic seer shows tb 
alarm and abhorrence that war produces in the mine 
of the man who contemplates it with a devout spirit 
The sound of the trumpet and the alarm of war 
which his soul had heard constrained him to cry oat; 
he could not hold his peace. Destruction was cried 
upon destruction; the whole land was agitated; the 
tents and curtains of even those who inhabited the 
wilderness were suddenly spoUed, as in a moment; 
and the impatient philanthropist exclaimed, ^^How 
long shall I see the standard and hear the sound of 
the trumpet?'' The vision presented to him the 
horrors which should follow. Briefly we proceed to 
consider these horrors, as described by the prophet 
His language pictures the scenes of desolation, of 
individual suflering, and of what may be considered 
divine wrath, as the consequence or rather as the 
concomitants of war. 

We invite attention here, then, to scenes connected 
with the separation of friends, the severance of 
uudred; some of whom are sent forth to the war. 
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Parents are compelled to surrender their children, 
husbaads are torn from their wives, brothers from 
their brothers and sisters; and those, who obey the 
sound of the trumpet, go forth under the solemn 
assurance that they are stepping into the jaws of 
danger — that they are placing themselves within 
gunshot of adversaries who are seeking, panting, 
waiting for their destruction. Let each one place 
himself as a relation, as one of the members, of such 
families. Think of a mother's feelings in lookiug at 
her favourite and most fondly loved son, whom she 
has nursed in her bosom, and cradled on her knee; 
whose growth she has watched with a woman's love, 
and whose manhood she has waited for as the crown 
. of her own life. Contemplate her taking a last em- 
brace of such a child, that he may march forth, osten- 
sibly as a servant of his country, but really as the 
hired combatant; to rush into collision with adver- 
saries whose skill, counsels, plotting, stratagem, and 
waiting, are all artfully designed for his destruction. 
How sad and mournful must be the musing hearts 
in thousands of families at this moment! The mul- 
titude may vaunt of martial triumphs, and try to 
wrap up the scene in gay-coloured and flaunting 
garments. The public voice may talk of it as a 
duty to be brave and bold in the field; but bring it 
home to the domestic circle, and ask^ 1^ tvq\> "0^^ 
foreboding and misgiving of a paE«ii\?«>> o^ ^ «\&\k^^ 
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heart, a matter to be deplored and qnestioned? It 
is true that Britons in our sea-girt isle maj imagine 
themselves free from the intrusion of the invading 
adversary, the conflict and strife of the battle-field, 
the blood and carnage of the victory. It is true^ 
that we may speak of our wooden walls as onr float- 
ing defences and bulwarks, and sing onr songs of 
heroic chivalry concerning naval warriors : the bat- 
tles of the Nile and Camperdown. But look quietly 
on the reality, and deliberately contemplate the whole 
matter; observe the home circle thus bereaved of its 
choicest, of its loveliest, and it may be its most pro- 
mising member and ornament. 

Again, follow those men into the camp and on 
to the field, examine them arranged in battle order, 
marshalled for the hour of death or victory. With 
whom is it they have gone forth to fight, as with a 
deadly foeman? Is it with the man that has done 
the wrong — is it with men with whom they have 
had any natural animosity — is it with men who have 
in any measure been the originators of the cruelty 
and injustice of which our diplomatists complain, 
and whose conduct the most eloquent advocates of 
warfare resent? We answer. No. From all the 
families of Russia, first one in a thousand has been 
ordered to gather round the eagle standard, and a 
second in a thousand has been required to muster 
to the trumpet sound, whether they were willing 



WAR A CALAMITY. 15 

or reluctant; and these have been clothed in the 
garments of the warrior, and sent forth by a power; 
to resist which would have been as perilous as the 
hour of battle. A despotic and irresponsible com- 
pulsion has placed them in this attitude of self- 
defence, and arrayed them as combatants with men 
against whom they have no hatred or dislike, and with 
whom naturally they have no desire to contend. It 
is no dream of fancy, thus to picture the poor serfs, 
who are dragged away from their homes and kindred 
by tens of thousands to rot in marshes, the helpless, 
ignorant, and miserable victims of an all powerful 
sovereign, while their parents and kindred remain 
as hostages for their fidelity under his vulture eye. 
Men drilled and stimulated by schemes and strata- 
gems congenial to war are thus placed in rank 
agamst one another — are prepared, required, and 
commanded to seek each other's lives; as if to take 
the life of the one was to be the salvation of the 
other. They rush into the presence of God in this 
spirit. They seek as much as possible, each one, to 
slay his neighbour. The violation of natural feel- 
ing, the breach of Christian rule, disobedience to the 
first and great commandment of God, are all neces- 
sary in order to accomplish what is presented in the 
triumphs of deliberate warfare. 

And then mark the sad tVvm^^ ^V\Ocl \^<s^. 
^'I'^othing," with awful emphasxa \i\.\.^x^^ VXsa^^^^^'^ 
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general, " notluDg ia worse than a victorj 
it be a defeat": — oar companiona in anns, 
are called, weltering in their own blood, ni 
crawl Irom the place of their conflict and desi 
to obt^ a draught of water t« quench tht 
which fiwitnied bones and lacerated wonnds 
prodnced; nnable to bandage their own wg 
exasperated hy incidental drcumstances — madd 
it may be, by what they see aroond them in 
fury and demon passions of awfnl carnage; « 
they are nnable to move from nnder the tread o 
war-horse or the feet of retreating battalions. . 
is their bed of deatb, such their gate to the eb 
world! Is this a preparation for immortal ma 
which to meet his God? The horrors of war, : 
the individDals themselves who are engaged ii 
actual conflict, are snch, that when they are a 
to enter into action (so soldiers have describei 
there is a kind of fiuntiog of the heart and gidd 
of the head, as if everything were swimming ar< 
them. Bat after they have fired the first shot, 
the bloody strife has begnn, they rush on to 
contest, and know comparatively nothing of ■ 
they are doing or saying, until they have t 
drawn again li'om the conflict; the word of comi 
b given as by an impulse and obeyed as bj 
automaton. Some of yoo doubtlessly have 
descriptions of great batties. I have pondered 
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narrative of the battle of Waterloo, where squares of 
infantiy were stationed and required to occnpy their 
position while the cannon of the adversary was 
mowing down rank after rank, and sweeping thou- 
sands'into destruction. The soldiers longed to meet 
the adversary breast to breast and hand to hand, 
whose artillery was thus destroying them, and they 
called out to their commander, in whom they had 
reposed their confidence, "General, lead us on; 
lead us on. We cannot stand here." "No, my 
lads," was the general's reply, " you must stand." 
And stand they did, till half of their number were 
swept into eternity. They waited to be annihilated, 
obeying tlie commands of a fellow man; and thus 
(shall I utter the fearful truth?) forcing their souls, 
unforgiven and reeking with a brother's blood, into 
the presence of a righteous and infinite Judge. 

I speak of the horrors of war, that we may see 
them — ^that we may bring them home to our sensi- 
bilities, and realize a famt idea of their appalling 
miseries. I think it is a much better course that 
we should pursue, that in some measure our minds 
may be familiar with what many have been longing 
for; and that we should apprehend what is meant or 
involved when we speak of the battle-field, the law- 
fulness of war, and the wisdom or otherwise of the 
principles of peace. I ask, "wVwjA. V\^^ C!3cx^sJC\aK^ 
would seek and wish to witneas sa<5^ ^ ao^wa^- ^^^ 
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yet, the stir and clamour of the field of battle, th 
glory of the effort and the grandeur of the resnlty i 
has been admitted, may make the advocates of whsX 
they denominate a just and necessary war overlook 
the heavy cost of suffering and of blood. But the 
regimental hospital, choked with masses of the dying 
and the dead, who expire under an invisible and 
inexorable foe, the pestilent fever or the fatal malaria, 
is a scene which might well give a pang to the most 
heartless of conquerors; and if so, how should it 
affect the eye and heart of philanthropy! Let the 
tale of the last Russian campaign in the Balkan foe 
mutely pondered, and let the victims of Dannbiaii 
malaria even now be counted as an offering to the 
demon of war. 

But look at the country where the campaign is 
conducted, and where hostile battalions are en- 
camped. The Russian troops have occupied Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia; and the Turkish troops have 
occupied Bulgaria and Roumelia; the former on the 
north side of the Danube, and the other on the south* 
The Russian troops, that they might furnish them- 
selves with food, in order that they might not 
perish, whilst they were strong enough to do it 
seized the produce of the fields which had been cul- 
tured by the people that dwelt there; occupied 
their best habitations, and converted them into 
dwellings for the favoured chlefis of the soldiery; 
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took their ablest men and forced them into tiie ranks, 
to swell the hosts marched against their own Go- 
vernment; drove off their women and children withont 
food or shelter ; and depopulated villages and towns 
because they required to occupy them ; while they de- 
sired that the peasantry might not be in their way, or 
able to convey intelligence of their hostile movements. 
The result has been, that thousands of unoffending fa- 
milies have been scattere4 from their homes, or with 
wanton barbarity butchered by the cruel soldiery. 
The provision of the people in the provinces has been 
consumed; so that those who yet linger near the home 
of their affections, know not how to provide subsistence 
at present or nourishment for the time to come — beg- 
gared, as well as exposed to the horrors of present 
war — their habitations made desolate — their ** cur- 
tains destroyed in a moment, and their tents spoiled." 
This is the concomitant of hostile aggression, even 
where there is no fighting. On the opposite side of 
the river, the Turkish generals and commissariat 
officers have been constrained to make forcible pro- 
vbion for the thousands of trained and banditti war- 
riors; and when the English and French troops have 
unfurled their standard and have added their thou- 
sands to the garrisons in that region, what will be 
the doom of the people, and what the market prices 
of their daily bread ? As a matl^x ^i ^wsx^^, ^^ 
strongest will exercise the rule ; aia^Qi \£l\^X. V^ ^''^^ 
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its decision of what is coanted right in the employ- 
ment of means of forage, and in the enjoyment of 
what will sustain life in the time of war. 

Here then are rich and fruitful provinces made 
^^Yoid" as the earth was at its first creation; here 
are scenes over which the sun in the firmament may 
be represented as hiding his face in sackcloth, and 
when the light in the heavens may become a bar- 
den to the people. Here are scenes at which the 
strongest men, compared to mountains, might red 
to and fro and stagger like one that is drunken, 
and from which everyone, that can, might seek to 
flee into obscurity, or go into the thickets and 
climb up upon the rocks. And all this is what the 
great aggressor calls a Christian war, professing to 
sustain his crusade in the name of God, under the 
banner of the cross, singing the psalnis of the in* 
spired prophet in order that he may consecrate his 
iniquities as acts of service to Grod. Thus much for 
the horrors of war. 

But it may be serviceable to contemplate the 
effects of war upon the nations that are immediately 
engaged in it. The probable policy of the present 
ruler of Eussia will be directed to weaken the power 
of his adversary; and the charge in consequence 
against him is, that he has sought to stir up civil 
war in provinces subject to the dominion of Turkey : 
L £ie Turks are of course anxious to keep possession of 
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their own territories, and to retain the people in sub- 
jection. Their armies are therefore sent to restrain 
insurgent bands and punish rebel leaders. The in- 
surrection has notwithstanding spread among a mis- 
guided and misgoverned people ; and whole pro- 
vinces that were fitted to be a paradise, that were 
capable of vast improvement, and susceptible of cul- 
ture so as to yield in plentiful production the richest 
firuits of the earth, are exposed to intestine warfare, 
to carnage and famine, to cruelty and bloodshed. 
All this has been done, too, by the man who calls 
himself the protector of order — the rightful guardian 
of the weak against the strong! The feeble and de- 
pendent kingdom of Greece is no less subject to the 
absorbing and contagious influence of proximate and 
rival Governments. Her miserable rulers and short- 
sighted statesmen will but too precipitately involve 
the people of its States in the vortex of hostile pas- 
sions and collision, while the Russian policy will 
hoodwink them to their own destruction. Nor is it 
merely on the one side that such stratagems will 
be practised ; the belligerents on the other side will 
also meet their antagonist by counter-combinations. 
The provinces of Circassia and Georgia, which have 
been invaded and possessed by Russia, will, of 
course, be stin-ed up to revolt, and*be melted in the 
heated crucible of war* They will b^ «»\\TKV3\'aX&^\ft 
hatred and opposition toward tlaevt o^^\^«s«^ % ^>^^ 
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should such a state of hostility be prolonged, who 
can tell what will be the issue ? Austria must take 
one side or the other ; but then there is Hungary on 
her one wing, longing for the hour of deliverance, 
and Italy on her other wing, biting her chains and 
sighing for the moment of emancipation. In each 
there are myriads of people panting for the time 
when the embarrassments of the Austrian empire 
shall afford an opportunity to shake off the oppres- 
sion of that rotten tyranny. Then, farther, there 
are Poland and other provinces belonging to the 
vast empire of Russia, where the people are dissa- 
tisfied with the oppressive rule under which they 
live. Let these hostile movements become conta- 
gious, therefore, and why should not the wicked 
spirit so frame his devices as to bring man into con- 
flict with his brother man, until the provinces of 
France on the one side and of Germany on the other, 
be incited to civil war and mutual destruction, and 
the Em*opean continent may become the arena of uni- 
versal warfare? And why should not the spirit of 
revolt extend itself to those who have long plotted 
the downfall of the English Government in her co- 
lonies, or in Ireland itself? War is no plaything 
for nations; and it is ^' a game which, were their sub- 
jects wise, kings would not play at." It is in no 
man's power to calculate what the issues of it will 
he. The men who ai*e sent out to the field of con- 
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flict in tens, twenties, and fifties of thousands will be 
succeeded by like numbers, perhaps in the course of 
a few months more ; and thus we have the pros- 
pect not merely of our exchequer being exhausted, 
but also of the extending of disaster to all the 
countries of the earth. Let us look at the matter 
thus, as it becomes wise and contemplative citizens, 
in order that we may rightly understand what is 
our duty. 

For a moment we turn our attention to the manner 
in wMch good men have been taught to view these 
things. Jeremiah was more than once suspected as 
a confederate with the enemies of his country, and 
threatened with the penalty of a traitor, because he 
&ithfully warned his countrymen and their rulers of 
the impolicy of their proceedings, and the conse- 
quences which impended, in consequence of their vio- 
lation of the covenant of their God. Yet he could 
truly affirm, that he had purposed repeatedly not to 
make mention of the word of the Lord, or speak any 
more in his name: though this word was in his heart 
as a burning fire, shut up in his bones till he was weary 
with forbearing, and could not stay. No inspired 
man sufiered more for his countrymen, his kindred 
according to the flesh — ^more sorrowed for the afflic- 
tions which came upon his people, or gave more 
certain evidence of his patriotism and fidelity to h^& 
prince. The language of this pTop\ie.t \a xyXXfex^^^^^^Ssv 
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an authority which belongs to what was dictated by- 
God himself, Jehovah speaking of his people ad- 
<< foolish, as sottish children," as having committed 
rebellion against their God; and therefore had he 
decreed that the whole land should be desolate. 
But the prophet, in other passages, speaks the Ian* 
guage which belongs to himself as- a teacher and 
watchman of the people— one who claims the cha- 
racter of a servant of his God, and a well-established 
reputation as a fellow sufferer in the cdamities of 
his country, and who feels for the men of his own 
nation : ^' I am pained at my very heart; my heart 
maketh a noise in me: I cannot hold my peace^ 
because thou hast heard, my soul, the sound of 
the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction upon 
destruction is cried ; for the whole land is spoiled : 
suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a 
moment. How long shall I see the standard, and 
hear the sound of the trumpet? ... I beheld the earth, 
and, lo, it was without form and void; and th^ 
heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the moun- 
tains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved 
lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and 
all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, 
and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all 
the cities thereof were broken down at the presence 
of the Lord, and by his fierce anger.'* 

From such an accredited illustration we see that 
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a good man feels it his daty to acquire a correct 
view of the horrors of the war in which his country 
and his people are involved; to behold its details as 
minatelj as he can form a judgment of them, and to 
contemplate in all its lengths and breadths the extent 
to which the conflict may be carried ; to acquaint 
himself with all its concomitant evils, and to estimate 
what will be the issne of it, so far as he can judge, 
before it shall be terminated. He dare not say, 
^'Am I my brother's keeper?" but he acknowledges it 
to be obligatory on him to form a correct judgment 
of the condition of his country. He remembers the 
cauticm of inspired wisdom, ^^ If thou forbear to de- 
liver them that are drawn unto death, and those 
that are ready to be slain; if thou sayest, ' Behold, 
we knew it not': doth not he that pondereth the 
heart consider it? send he that keepeth thy soul, 
doth not he know it? and shall uot he render to 
every man according to his works?" Though we 
be adverse to the policy of our rulers, or have a 
feeling of personal or relative security, we are not 
isolated beings, independent of the welfare and hap- 
piness of our fellow creatures, nor need we be in* 
difi^ent about our own happiness. But still more 
does it become us with a patriot's eye, a philan- 
thropist's heart, and a philosopher's intelligence, to 
judge of things as they are and what will b^ ^<i. 
issue of them; to desire to form au cott^qX. ^A^o^'ko^ 
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of what is, in tratb, the duty devolying upon as, as 
far as we indiyidoally can exercise and increase a 
legitimate inflnence upon the coansels of the nation. 
Every man's province may not, indeed, assign to 
him power with the rulers, or even great influence 
with the representatives of rulers; but it is every 
man's province to fill his own place with a right, 
generous heart, tremblingly alive concerning the 
peace of his country. The philosophical axiom once 
proverbial with even heathens, was expressed in 
words importing, '^ I am a man, and whatever 
affects the race of mankind belongs to me." ^^I 
am a Roman," was uttered as the characteristic 
language of the proud citizen of that mighty re- 
public. ^' I am a Briton," ought to express for us 
the ambition to be warranted to say, " Whatever 
influence Britain wields concerns me." I am not 
merely a member of the commonwealth at large; 
but I profess a religion characterized by large- 
minded benevolence, whose principles are not left 
undefined, and whose virtues are not mere senti- 
mental abstractions, but whose supreme Lawgiver 
has summed up his code of relative obligations in 
few yet emphatic words, " As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." I there- 
fore have duties to perform in relation to the com- 
munity of which I am a member; and my business 
is not merely to ask, " Lord, what vrilt thou have 
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me to do?** The promptings of benevolence and the 
prescriptions of infinite wisdom will make manifest 
services to be rendered; and the injunction will be 
deemed personal, '* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with all thy might." 

But a good man contemplating these things will 
cherish in his own mind deep sorrow — will not 
merely give vent to expressions of grief, but will, as 
far as he can, regulate his own mind under the 
influence of these aspects of his country's woes so 
as to bring him to a state in which he will be a 
partaker of the common calamity. We live in our 
ceiled houses, we inhabit our sea-girt isle, and 
boast ourselves of our defence against an adversary 
from abroad. Ah! but let us, with sympathy in our 
hearts, follow those family circles which have been 
bereaved. I have observed already, in the divers 
assemblies in which it has been my province to 
administer instruction and impart comfort, that the 
silent tear has fallen down the cheek when a word 
appropriate to such scenes has been spoken, or a 
prayer offered in behalf of those who have been led 
forth, at the behest of our rulers, to mingle in the 
fray in a distant land. How many mothers and 
wives there are who are full of sadness on this 
account, who sigh and cry in their own lonely 
homes, while the nation is talking and '^^\).\:^xs\5^ 
itself of troops, battalions, axmiea, \i«iXJi\fts>, «s^^^<ir 
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tories! The rulers of the nation are urged to 
multiply their forces and increase the strength of 
their armies, and every day some new demonstra- 
tion is given or some new movement is heralded to 
indicate how, for the accomplishment of great pur- 
poses, troops are sent forth : and thus additions are 
made to the multitude who are even now the child- 
ren of sorrow on this very account. 

Nor does it become us, as Christian men, taught 
the Christian principle of love, to confine our sympa- 
thies to those of our own nation, or to our own con- 
federates and allies. Who does not admit the claim 
to pity of the Russian serf? The enlightened and 
generous mind will unfeignedly bewail the fact, that, 
out of some sixty millions of subjects belonging to 
the empire of Russia, there are forty-five millions 
downtrodden, abject, and heartless slaves; and that 
these forty-five millions must — ^as mere mechanical 
instruments, not daring to have a will of their own, 
or to seem to think of what is the wisdom or the 
justice of the actions required of them— do what is 
pleasing to the ambition of an irresponsible ruler,- 
whose usurping and encroaching' mind only aspires 
after extended dominion and increased submission. 
Christian philanthropy will contemplate the Russians 
— infatuated by superstition or impelled by the knout, 
and engaged in battle or perishing in the marshes 
of the Danube— with intense feelings of sorrow for 
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them, and a practical desire to compassionate their 
condition. Oh, if we could crush to annihilation 
the ships ! if we could break down the batteries, 
and destroy the weapons of war, prepared by the 
Bussian autocrat and his ministers, without touching 
the poor, miserable, ignorant myriads who are organ- 
ized, by this resistless power, to fight against sur- 
rounding nations! We might everyone unhesitatingly 
rejoice to hear that his ships were burnt or broken up, 
his batteries thrown down, and his armies dispersed: 
but every ship that is taken, and every battery that is 
destroyed, will be accompanied with the confused noise 
of the warrior, and with "garments rolled in blood**; 
with burning, and fuel of fire; straitened sieges, and 
famished multitudes; desolated hearths, and ruined 
&milies; mothers weeping for their children, and 
refusing to be comforted. The Christian man will 
contemplate the matter in this light, and think of the 
disasters and wretchedness connected with the pro- 
gress of war. Instead of thinking merely that troops 
and fleets are going forth to battle, we should seek 
as much as possible to contemplate the horrors arising 
out of the sanguinary strife. 

But the devout man will not only cherish a proper 
feeling of sorrow in his own heart, he will also " direct 
his p^yer unto God, and look up." He will exercise 
himself in profound and incessant &\^^^V\^"^>C\^'^^^if5J^ 
Aat the principles of the goai^\ tmj^ ^^n«^> «»Sk. 
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that the peace of the nations may be restored. It is 
his duty to remember alwstys that his petitions are 
required especially for the accomplishment of such 
changes as are congenial to the genius and principles 
of the gospel. The avowal that we are for peace, 
and the prayer, " scattered be the people who delight 
in war," are in harmony with the maxims and spirii 
of him who is Prince of Peace as well as King of 
Kighteousness. It would be no disparagement to 
his most honoured servants, and the leaders among 
his people, if they would separate themselves for 
seasons of devotion and importunate solicitations at 
the throne of the heavenly majesty, that the kingdom 
may come which is righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost. 

But still further — the duty of Christian men, look- 
ing upon the scenes of war, will be, to seek to recog- 
nize the presence and judgment of God in all the 
concurrent events. There is a purpose to be served 
by all the mysterious and desolating scourges of 
Providence. Not only does he rule over all, but he 
overrules all things for his own glory. His own 
word has declared, all things shall work together for 
good to them that love him; and he has said, "Be 
still, and know that I am God : I will be exalted 
among the nations: I will be exalted in the earth." 
God has, doubtless, a pui*pose of wisdom and good- 
Jtess to serve, even by the strife of ni^ions; and it is 
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the duty, the privilege, of the good man to try to 
recognize him as ruling over all. " Shall a trumpet 
be blovrn in the city, and the people not be afraid ? 
Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not 
done it? Surely, the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants, the 
prophets." 

And yet again, we may safely yield to the con- 
viction, and the Christian will be assured, that these 
very tumults will *' turn out for the furtherance of 
the gospel." It is a most remarkable fact in the 
history of the nations of Europe and of Asia, that 
almost every war during the last two hundred years 
has terminated in arrangements which have led to 
the extension of the gospel. The agitations and 
fears of men in power have yielded an increase 
of religious liberty, and this has been followed by 
spiritual and religious' blessing. Even when Eng- 
land embarked in continental warfare, with an in- 
fatuation that could hardly have been expected from 
so enlightened a Government — when she imprudently 
rushed forth to aid in the restoration of the Boui*- 
bons, and talked of repairing the hearths and altars 
of the Popish people of France — rwhen she employed 
her greatest men and strongest armies against Napo- 
leon Bonaparte, and when she occupied the Peninsula 
to withstand France, in favour of a ¥^\^vftaxs5iL V^^So^ 
bis imbecile court, and to restore Yo^x^ \-<i ^fei» Va^^^^ 
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dominions, and its besotted, bigoted, and supersti- 
tions priesthood to work their machinations against 
the consciences and the awakening minds of the 
people — ^Wellington himself found and acknowledged 
that English troops were sympathising with liberty, 
and confederating with martyrs and patriots. In all 
the modern conflicts of nations, every war, whether 
by contrast or by the development of great princi- 
ples, has tended to promote the extension of tniths 
congenial with the prevalence of peace and the diffu- 
sion of the blessings of the gospel. We have no 
sympathy with the spirit and policy which has made 
British conquests in India; yet let the patient ob- 
server satisfy himself as to the facts. A hundred 
and twenty millions of people are now accessible to 
the preaching of the gospel, among whom there 
.were no evangelists prior to the time when English 
arms succeeded. The warriors did not intend this; 
they did not hazard their lives for this purpose, nor 
expect such a result. Many of their mighty captains 
denounced Christian missions; but their conquests 
became the field of missionary enterprise, and the 
people whom they subdued became accessible to 
evangelical teaching, which had not been permitted 
under the Mogul, the Portuguese, or the French 
dominion. Look at China, and you have a similar 
result, not so much from European victories, as from 
rebelh'ons ba^ds — three hundred and fifity miUioos 
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rendered accessible to the truths of Christianity, as 
the unintentional result of war. And we may hope, 
believe, and pray, that the present conflict may 
terminate favourably to the interests of truth and 
righteousness. The Christian people of Turkey have 
been severely and unjustly treated and trodden down 
under the power of Moslem rule, because Moham- 
medan princes imagined themselves not only su- 
preme within their own territory, but independent oi 
and equal to all other Governments. But events have 
already forced upon their conviction, that they need 
friends, and that they will be stronger by equal 
government, and religious toleration to Christian 
professors, than by the exclusive ascendancy of 
Islamism and the Koran. Turkey herself, and 
Russia also, will not be inaccessible to real, lasting 
benefit from collision under various circumstances 
with our fellow countrymen. It is an interesting 
fact, that there are at the present time individuals 
who have been sent forth amongst the Russians in 
Wallachia and Moldavia to preach the gospel to 
them — ^to diffuse the sacred Scriptures, and, by what- 
ever means they can, to convey to them the glad 
tidings of a Redeemers love, which they could not 
hear in their own country. Let us consent, there- 
fore, to contemplate present commotions as subject 
to God's overruling providence for the c^tftXisKss^ ^^ 
his kingdom. We bewail t\ift er<r\ ^^ ^«»si^x. \sssJgv.- 
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gate; we can, however, pray for those involved in 
it; we are called to exercise our confidence in God 
as ruling over the whole agitating conflict, as truly 
amongst the armies of men as amongst the heavenly 
hosts; and we can anticipate with patient confidence 
that the wisdom of God will bring good out of evil 
and turn the curse into a blessing. This we believe, 
though assured the righteous Judge will not hold 
him guiltless who sets up another standard than the 
divine law; who dishonours the example and pre- 
cepts of divine love, and who deliberately pursues 
objects and ends opposed to the divine glory. 

The devout believer will thankfully learn to put 
confidence in God while humbly supplicating on be- 
half of our own nation. There is no other nation 
among the kindreds of men that has so many bless- 
ings within it, or so much the power to bestow 
blessings on others. There is no people among the 
nations of the earth from whom so much of gospel 
truth may reasonably be expected to go forth. Let 
us seek to keep up the character of England as the 
bulwark and buttress of truth, of gospel truth, of 
religious liberty, of spiritual privileges ; and God 
will be our shield in the da}* of danger: he will be 
our protector when there is conflict among tl^e na- 
tions, and he will give us his blessing as those who 
serve him. May he now bless the thought which has 
been suggeatedL, and to his name shall be the praise! 



WAR'S ONLY PREVENTIVE. 



^ And this is his commandment, That we should believe on 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he 
gave us commandment/^ — 1 John iii. 23. 



I ENDEAVOURED, in the former paper, after some 
preliminary observations, to delineate the plague of 
war, and the manner in which a good man would 
contemplate its horrors. It is my purpose, that we 
now endeavour to ascertain the only sure antidote 
to this threatening pestilence. There are numerous 
schemes projected, and societies organized, by those 
who contemplate the entire suppression of the war 
system, and the universal maintenance of peace. 
They have all a good object, which they attempt to 
attain by means which are to themselves satisfactory, 
and have a reasonable plausibility. It is the duty of 
all who disapprove of war, to lift up their testimony 
against it. The obligation rests on all men who love 
peace to seek to promote it; nor is it becoming fellow 
men to attempt to sneer down and to cover with 
sarcasms and reproaches those who war against all 
war, with a hope to accomplish its suppression, and 
the establishment of the kingdom o^ \)fc"WL^\ ^-s^^ ^S. 
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their means be not^ as thej maj deem, so wise or so 
efficacioos as they oaght to be. 

** There is a service in wars and campaigns of the mind, 

Where the pen is the sword, which is drawn for mankind; 

In war against war, on whatever pretence, 

For glory, dominion, revenge, or defence, 

While murder and perfidy, rapine and lost, 

Lay provinces desolate, cities in dost** 
» 

And such a combatant may rest assured that, where 
there is a good intention and a right object pro- 
secuted, in the humble spirit of fear and love, good 
will be done, though it may not be all the good that 
is desired. It is recorded by Clarendon, of Lord 
Falkland, who fell at Newbury in the civil wars, 
that ^' when there was any overture or hope of peace, 
he would be more erect and vigorous, and exceed- 
ingly solicitous to press anything which he thought 
might {H'omote it; and sitting among his friends, 
often, after a deep silence and frequent sighs, would, 
with a shrill and sad accent, ingeminate the words 
'Peace, peace'; and would profess, that the very 
agony of the war, and the view of the calamities and 
desolation the kingdom did and must endure, took 
his sleep from hi^, and would shortly break his 
heart" Why should not others be moved by the 
same virtue, and sigh and cry with a shrill and sad 
accent, ' Peace, peace ' ? 

** Oh, England ! England ! from sach frenzy cease. 
And on thyself have mercy— peace, peace, peace/* 
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We ask, Whence come wars and fightings? What 
is their origin ? and an inspired penman supplies an 
answer with infallible precision — "Come they not 
hence, even of your lasts, that war in your members? 
Ye lust, and have not; ye kill, and desire to have, 
and cannot obtain; ye fight and war, yet ye have 
not, because ye ask not." There is, then, in the 
nature and the disposition of man, as he is found a 
member of society, that which may be designated the 
source of war — covetousness, or the lust to possess 
the things which belong to others — a desire to make 
that our own which is the property of our neighbour. 
But this again can be traced to a yet further source : 
and what is this fountain of unhallowed lust, of de- 
basing covetousness — an appetite that leads to strife 
aaid to bloodshed? The answer is from him to 
whom all secrets are open and manifest: "Out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness," &c. An alienated 
heart, the heart of man alienated from his God, is 
the wellspring of all war. I think we are warranted 
to say, thete is no war amongst the angels who have 
kept their first estate, that love and fear God, that 
hearken to the voice of his word, and do his pleasure. 
And we may venture to affirm, that there would have 
been no war at all had not Adam sinned, and by his 
one sin introduced death and all the circu«v%tasxsic^'^ 
that are concomitant with or t\iat\ft«A\.Q SX.. K^^V^ 
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are ChristiaDS will (kmcar in the conclosion, that were 
the whole race of man restored to the fay onr and image 
of God — were the Spirit of God in the heart of every 
man living— ^there wonld be no war, no >antagonism 
leading to bloodshed. There might be sfMritual war- 
fiM*e; there might be strife in the heart of man against 
sin that yet dwells within him; bnt, as between man 
and man, as between nations, evil passions, whidi 
thirst for a brother's blood, wonld be restrained. 
What possible exhibition oonld be more inoonostent 
and inharmonions than two Christians, servants of 
Jesns, standing forth in the embattled plain, and in 
deadly strife with one another — seeking each other's 
destruction ? We know that Jesus Christ is called 
" the Prince of Peace." We are assured that in his 
day,— 4n the prevalence of his kingdom, there shall be 
peace: and that he is the peace of his peoj^e, not only 
with God, but with one another ; ** for he hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition that is between as; 
and he hath made one in Christ Jesus both Jew and 
Gentile, both b<md and free." We therefore, with- 
out hesitation, are led to accept the £uth whfch is in 
Jesus as that which will be the antidote to war, will 
prove a general remedy, an efiectual preventive, 
affecting the whole human race : tod, we repeat it 
as prescribed by inspiration, ** This is his command- 
ment. That we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Chrbt, and love one another, as he gave us 
commattdment," 
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It is worthy of preliminary remark, that belid' in 
Jesus Christ is coexistent with reconciliation with 
God; that to refuse belief in Jesos Christ is, in fact, 
to throw down the weapons of rebellion against God^ 
and as an enemy to reject those terms of peace with the 
Sovereign Lord, which he himself has prescribed. 
We ofttimes are more easily provoked with subor- 
dinates, c^nded with those who are servants, just 
when we happen to be at war with our own hearts — 
when we are not satisfied with ourselves — when a 
troubled conscience condemns us as not in the path 
e( duty, and urges the accusation that we ourselves 
are not doing that which is right towards those that 
are our inferiors. And it will be found, that where 
there is not a humble walking with God — ^loving 
God, Baad doing the things that are pleasing in his 
sight— where there is not the conformity of the soul 
to God in the individual life — there will be the 
action of a hostile spu'it towards our fellow men. 
But when Christ Jesus is manifested to take away 
the works of the devil; when his glory is revealed 
as an incarnate Saviour, to sihow the love of God 
towards guilty sinners; when guilty sinners are 
brought to see the corruptions of their own hearts, 
and to humble themselves under the mighty hand of 
God because of those corruptions; and when they 
ai*e enaUed to believe that there is forgiveness with 
God, that he may be feared, and iliiiaX ^i^E^f^^ \& ^^\iL- 
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teoas redemption with him, that he may be sought 
unto ; a meekness and gentleness of spirit is deve- 
loped — a readiness to act towards those that maj be 
adversaries in a temper of mind consistent with re- 
conciliation with God and reconciliation with one 
another. To believe in the Lord Jesns Christ is to 
apprehend the richest manifestation of divine love 
towards the children of men ; and to accept Christ 
as the gift of God's love, not obIj as a proof that 
God loves ns, but as the very action of that love in 
its highest, in its most efficacious sense, towards 
guilty souls in a condition of absolute necessity. It 
is the great mystery of godliness that he should 
commend his love toward us, and that it should be 
infinite love which he commends towards us ; that 
in the exercise of that infinite love there should be a 
provision of mercy for the greatest sinner, for the 
vilest transgressor ; and that there should be a way 
of access, of restoration, of returning from the depths 
of sin and wretchedness to the presence of God, to 
the communion of God's throne, and to the fellow- 
ship of God's Spirit. This discovery of infinite 
goodness in the Creator is calculated to subdue the 
soul, to constrain us to walk humbly with our God, 
and to act tenderly towards our fellow creatures. 

But belief in Jesus Christ implies not only au 

apprehension of the richest love of God towards us, 

Vfej^^Ieo requires and inclines us to confess ourselves 



WAB's OMLT PAXVEimyiE. it 

to be imworthy oi any measiure of thai IcM^erHibat 
in the lowest possible position, mimdily and spirita- 
aUjy as la the sigbt of a holy Ood, we most stand, 
a£ we ^tand at all ; that if we come to examiae our- 
selves and to apprehend oar own condition aeca- 
mtely^ aad the respcmsibilities which we «attain 
towards >God and the deserts wlneh we ittay righte- 
ously eKpeet at his hands, we shall find onrselves to 
be not only less than the least of all his foercies, but 
•ikeerring oi fals greatest wrath. A creature, so 
conscience-slaicken and laden with heartfelt convic- 
tion of his own offences, would sorely look with 
forbearance on the acts of any felbw dinner, even 
though tiiey seemed to trench on his prerogatives. 
Take an iilnstoition. How would it appear in two 
criminals, under the sentmoe of death hy the law of 
ihe land, who were both oonvicted, aad in their own 
judgment deserving to die^^r'both convinced tlitat the 
penalty of ^ law was not more eevere than die 
aggravated gnilt of their cnminality-— if those two 
oifenders, just within sight of their doom, ready to 
ibe eKecated, in conformity with the flentenoe of their 
jndge^ should begin to fi^ wjib one another, and 
act ihe savage part of deatiK)^ ers of each other ? 
woi»ld you not say they were hardened wretches 
liiideed--^that they could not believe the truth of 
what was said, or what they themselves had «<:>- 
knowledged oonoeriung tiiw gv^^X. ^gN^ ^^s^ ^^''^ 
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speedy destraction? Now so it is with two sinners 
in the sight of a holy God: they are both already 
condemned; they are under sentence of death; the 
propriety of that sentence is made manifest to their 
own consciences; they feel that they deserve to die; 
they are ready to acknowledge that they are the 
chief of sinners—* that it is not against this man or 
agamst that community that they have offended 
merely, bnt against God and in the sight of God 
they have sinned; they are disposed even to con- 
test with one another abont which is the greatest 
sinner. Each one exclaims, *^ I am the chief; and 
when before the throne of Jehovah, they are heard 
to onbnrden themselves in words of shame and 
lowly suppUcations, groanmg out, '< God be merdfhl 
to me a sinner." Yon would not expect such men 
to turn and fight with one another; nay rather, as 
they have experienced the forbearance of God, they 
will unite together at his throne to supplicate for- 
giveness and reconciliation. To believe in Jesus 
Christ, we repeat again, then, is to be oppressed 
with a deep sense of our utter unworthiness in tiio 
sight of a holy God, and to cherish the impression 
that there is no man has offended us so much as we 
have offended God, and that we have no claim 
against any man so much as God has a daim 
against us. 
Bnt to become a believer in Jesus Christ is to be 
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a partaker of the spirit of love ; and not merely to 
be a new creature, old things having passed away 
and all things having become new. Such a one not 
only is delivered from the sentence of death and 
from the very dangerous consequences of all sin; 
but is also renewed into the spirit of the loving 
Saviour, and brought into conformity with the lov- 
ing spirit of Christ. Oh, what would be thought 
of a man who should represent Jesus Christ as 
marching forth into the battle-field, arrayed in the 
weapons of a carnal armour, to fight with a poor 
sinner, to wound and maim him, to destroy his hope! 
How inconsistent with the love that filled his heart, 
that brought him from the heavenly realms, that emptied 
him of his own glory, that clothed him with human 
sorrows, that occupied his affections, his time, his 
powers, in order that he might become the Saviour 
of men! How significant are those words which we 
have already recited — " Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because he laid down his life for us." " In 
this is manifested the love of Christ, that he laid 
down his life for his brethren." He took pleasure in 
renewing such assurances : " I lay down my life for 
the sheep" is his own declaration. ^' As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you." " That ye love 
one another as I have loved you." He poured out 
his soul unto death for them. Now this is the 
spirit in which Christ hiin&eil£ ^aa ^qy&j^\ '^ssa* \a» 
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the spirit in whick be wroqght out ifche work of re- 
dempticHi; and it is the spirit in which he still wins 
sinn^s to himself. '^I have ]o?ed you with an 
everlasting love, therefore with loyingkindness have 
I drawn you." It is that sjorit in which he renews 
everyone wbo beUeves in bun. They are conformed 
into the image of Christ; they are renewed^-^not 
only becoming changed, bat new cn^tsjnea, eon- 
strained with Christ's love ; and therefore it is said, 
" We ought to lay down our lives for the bi«thr«»." 
To believe in the Lord Jesus Christ is to plaoe 
ourselves under the direction of his word, as suljeds 
of his dominion — to be, in fact, willing to serve in 
the day of the power <^ Jedus Christ — ^to be his obe- 
4ieBt disciples, going forth bearing the cross of our 
Bedeemer, not merely as a matter of reproach, but 
delighting in his requirement aa a matter of service. 
And if we believe in the Lord's anointed as he has 
commanded na, we «h{dl obey the word of Christ. 
He has declared, ^^Jdj kingdom is not of this world." 
He has w^amed his disd^et, ^* By tlus shall ftll men 
know Ihat ye sre my disciples. If ye have ^ve one 
to another." . He has enjoined iifc as a precept which 
nevor can be abrogated, ''Thou ehalt lovie :thy 
neighbour aa lihjKelf." Christ has explained this as 
the fuelling of the law; this is the second great 
commimdment^ and on this, with the love of God, 
4fae hiw and the prophets. *^Ab ye mmhl 
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that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them." 

We take the Bible as a whole, and rejoice that 
in the Old Testament we have precious consolation; 
we find there great and exceedingly precious pro- 
mises; we have, in that record, presented* to us 
repeated and condescending manifestations of divine 
love towards the children of men. But in the 
scriptures of the prophets we have also a faithful 
discovery of the wicked actions which sometimes 
were identified with the people and service of God. 
A humbling memorial is left of things that did 
happen, not that they should be examples to us 
which we should imitate, but that they should be 
as beacons to guide us from what we ought to shun. 
Typical and emblematic representations are pre- 
sented, connected with the Old Testament Church; 
and the heavenly inheritance is prefigured by the 
land of Canaan, as the land of promise and the land 
of possession. But these types, and emblems, and 
symbols Of the old Testament dispensation, are all 
imbued with a higher meaning, in connection with 
spiritual things, as revealed in the New Testament. 
And taking this as our comparative estimate of the 
sacred volumes, we ask. From the first chapter of 
Matthew to the last chapter of Revelations, where 
is there a command of Christ or of his apostlea 
that we should take up carnal N?^a^^«»^ ^"S^ ^i^ssNsSa. 
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to fight — that we should become warriors to destroy 
onr enemies, not merely on foreign shores, bat in 
oar own land? Let as read the sermon on the 
monnt, from the first page to the last; let as examine 
the condact of Qirist to his adversaries and perse- 
cators, and even those who pat him to death; let as 
reverently listen to his confidential connsels, and his 
secret prayers, and his petitions on behalf of his 
marderers, and what do they all teach the sabjeeis 
of his kingdom, bat that we shoald love one another 
— that we shoald not be ov^X!ome of evil, bot over- 
come evil with good? 

*' Ah," say some, ^^ we shoald love the members 
of the Charch with which we are connected; and 
we shoald love Christians who are Christians in- 
deed, and who conduct themselves towajpds as as 
Christians oaght to do; we shoald love those who 
are in the performance of Christian daties towards 
their fellow men ; bot you do not expect that we 
shoald love those who are oar adversaries?" What 
did Christ do? What did Christ teach ? " If you 
love them that love yoa, what reward have ye? Do 
not even the pablicans the same?" <'If ye do good 
to them who do good to yon, what thank have ye?" 
^' Pray for them that carse yoa, Mess them that per- 
secate yoa, do good to them that hate yoa," is the 
sabstance of the teaching of Christ ; while his 
Apostle taught, <^ If thine enemy hanger, feed him; 
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if he tiiirsty give him drink." If I am then a believer 
in Christ, obedience to him requires that I should 
lore my neighbour as I love myself. "Ah, but," 
perhaps you inquire as did one of old, " Who is my 
neighbour?" "A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his raiment and wounded him, and 
departed leaving him half dead. And by chance 
there came down a certain priest that way; and ' 
when he saw him he passed by on the other side: and 
likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came 
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side." 
They left without rendering any help; but at length 
a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to the 
l^ace where the poor wounded man lay. It was a 
Jew, you remember, who went from Jerusalem to 
Jericho and had fallen among thieves, and the Jews 
had no dealings with the Samaritans; they would 
not ask so much as a drink of water from them. 
The Samaritan, therefore, knew that be was re- 
garded by the Jews as a dog, accounted as an 
unclean thing; but the Samaritan >came and looked 
on, and he had compassion on him. Ah) poor man! 
the Jew would now be glad to be assisted, even by 
a Samaritan; and the Samaritan forgot the oppro- 
brium in which he was held by the Jews — ^he bound 
up the wounds of the almost dying man; he took 
out the dl which he had to tefeft^ \vvDa»^ '\S5^ ^Qssfc 
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heat of the journey, and applied it to the braises; 
he poured out some of the wine that he carried with 
him, and administered it as a strong drink to the 
man who was ready to perish; he set him upon 
his own beast and brought him to an inn, where, 
for the night, he carefully ministered to him, and on 
the morrow, when he departed, he paid in advance 
to the host, and said, ^'Take care of this man; aiid 
if there is aught more to be expended, when I come 
again I will repay thee." This is the illustration 
which Jesus gave as to what should be the conduct 
of his disciples. This is the manner in which he 
exemplifies ^'who is my neighbour?" Let me ask, 
if an alien Russian were to be, unawares to himself, 
conveyed by ship to the shores of England, and that 
ship were to become a wreck upon some rocky coast 
of our island, and were the man who is a subject of 
the Russian Sovereign and our enemy to be washed 
ashore by the waves amidst the ragged rocks and 
we could help him, would it not be our duty to do 
it? Is there one who would not? Does not 
Christ require us to do so? And what is the dif- 
ference in this respect, between meeting a Russian 
on our own shores, which will so transform him as 
to warrant us to seek his destraction on the plains 
of Moldavia, on the field of battle? A high authority 
would be requisite to determine even what would be 
another rule if the man were brought here to fight 
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against as; so far as the spirit of this teaching of 
our Lord can be ascertained. In all cases we should 
inquire what is the commandment of Christ; and 
as believers in Christ we shall be ready to follow his 
injunctions. - 

But we are not left, to generalities. Christ has 
not merely showed to us that he requires of us to 
believe in him, he has specifically prescribed to us 
as his disciples the commandment that we should 
love our neighbour. The words of inspiration are 
explicit : ^^ And this is his commandment, That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, as he gave us commandment." 
It will require but brief illustration to show that 
here is the antidote to war, to war in every form; 
that if we " love one another," which is the ful- 
filling of the law, we shall have the blessing. What 
is love? That we should cherish a kindly spirit in 
our hearts towards those who are presented to us as 
suited to be the objects of our regard: "not in word 
only, but in deed and in tnith"; not merely saying, 
"Be ye warmed; Be ye clothed,". but rendering the 
services which will warm and which will clothe. It 
is manifest, then, that this love includes first, as an 
element of it, the kindly feeling of our l^eart toward 
them for whom the obligation is enjoined. 

In order to develope this affection, we must fi?:%t 
calmly estimate the circumstancfta m -yAvvOcw ^<i^ "«^^ 
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placed: what advantages have they enjoyed, or what 
disadvantages have they sn£fered? How have their 
minds been inflnenced or biassed by misconceptions, 
or excited by selfish interests? while they may per- 
haps have imagined that on these interests we were 
trenching. It will be expedient we should inform 
ourselves of their condition, and consider what we 
should be iu their place. I do not urge that we 
regard the people of Russia as deserving of our 
Christian love and complacency, or imply that we 
can with discrimination delight in them as worthy of 
all favour. I am not at all solicitous t^ demonstrate 
that we are bound to cherish a pleasure in them, as 
deserving of our esteem; but I entreat my reader to 
consider what have been their disadvantages, and 
how few their privileges — what circumstances have 
been employed to form their minds, and to pervert 
their judgment concerning us. How may their sel- 
fishness have been wounded by transacticms in which 
Englishmen have taken a part ! We are not all 
perfect: there are very few who can claim any ap- 
proach to perfection; and Englishmen themselves, as 
a nation, cannot speak as if they had never offended. 
How many territories have we taken possession of in 
India! We have made conquests there, and added 
provinces as large as empires to our dominion in 
that region; so that British India is many times as 
large as our own island, and twice the number of 
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subjects are inhabitants there, than are in all 
Bnssia. These we have snbdned by force of arms, 
dethroning their princes and overturning ancient 
dynasties and governments. We have in former 
times joined, and been confederate with, Russia 
against Turkey. It has been the custom of those 
who call themselves Christians to speak of ^^the vile, 
deluded Mahomedans;" ^^ the blaspheming followers 
of the False Prophet;" and to denounce the Govern- 
ment of Turkey as the most odious Government in 
the civilized world. England has fought against 
the Mohammedan power, destroyed her forts, burnt 
her ships, and occupied the provinces once possessed 
in India by the Timurs, the Aurungzebes, and the 
Bhunjeet Singhs. The day has not passed out of the 
memory of men, when the Mohammedan dominion 
in Europe was considered to be the greatest source 
of oppression amongst the nations, and the greatest 
danger to the peace of the world. It will be well to 
remember these things when we judge of the conduct 
oi Russia. The veiy nobles of Russia, for the most 
part, do not know how to discriminate history much 
better, and have not much more liberty, than the 
meanest peasants here. The Emperor of Russia has 
for selfish purposes instigated the present conflict, 
and endeavoured to teach the people of the land that 
his cause is just. This therefore is the charact^^ 
and position of hundreds and tlxouawi'^ ^i ^^^ssaassa. 
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against whom the English, French, and Torkish 
troops are to marshal themselves and contend. 
Judge it impartially; we mnst be futhfol in the 
matter; and endeavonr as much as possible to 
exercise our minds in forming a jnst conception of 
the state of things, and determine whether it be not 
true that even the Russian is our neighbour, and 
that we ou^t to be merciful to him and cherish 
kindly feelings towards him. 

But not merely does this law of love require kind- 
ness of spirit; I think it also requires intercourse — 
that we should communicate with the people who are 
the objects of our consideration. We have sought by 
our diplomatists to inflnence the heart and persuade 
the mind of the Emperor of Russia, but have failed. 
The Emperor, however, is not all Russia; there are 
others, Russians and Greeks, connected vith the 
Russian Empire, to whom it would be well for us to 
make our communications, if possible, I cannot join 
in the ridicule thrown on the members of the Society 
of Friends, or sympathize with those who sneer at the 
men who went to St Petersburg and presented their 
memorial to the ruler in that capital, against war. 
I think they just did what their consciences war- 
ranted and required of them. They bore an em- 
phatic and public testimony to true principles before 
the world ; and if there were more of intercourse 
wh^ tbe people of the two nations, more attempts to 
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communicate knowledge and impart instruction to 
the people of Russia in the spirit of love, and less of 
a disposition to despise them as barbarians and serfs, 
as those who are not worthy to be dealt with — if we 
were to act towards them more as we should like 
others to act towards us — war is a game that their 
Emperor would not dare so recklessly to play at. 
It may not be improbable that Nicholas the sovereign 
will follow his forefathers by a sudden convulsion, if 
not by the dagger of the assassin, or the chalice 
mingled by emissaries of the mutinous oligarchy 
round about his throne. But would it not be better 
if even he could be prevailed upon, rather than per- 
severe in his present infatuated career, to promote 
intercourse between nation and nation, with a view 
to advance the wellbeing of his own people and of all 
the nations of the world ? 

It is the commandment of Christ, that we should 
love one another. Shall I be considered as fana- 
tical or going too far in suggesting that this love 
of one another requires that we should be often 
willing to bear an act of injustice, often ready to 
overlook an unkindness, often prepared to heap coals 
of fire upon the heads of those that do us injustice, 
and thus to prove ourselves the disciples of Christ? 
I make my appeal to the Bible : This is the com- 
mandment of Christ, that we should love oixA^\\s:i^^ss3s^. 
What does this mean? — \o\^ V)aa.\. ^"sXa* \srJOsssbs^- 
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What is it worth? 'what is that love that does not 
now and then sofifer as if the hair were mbbed back- 
wards, and yet bear it patiently — ^that does not 
occasionally suffer itself to be trodden npon — that 
does not often endnre reproaches — that does not 
even frequently suffer what may be considered per- 
secution — what sort of love is it? Think how 
enduring the love of Christ was. How affectionate 
was he towards those who were his enemies! How 
slow was he to anger! When was he ever induced 
to manifest his wrath with them, because they 
treated him unkindly? What was it he uttered, what 
was the breathing of his spirit, whilst they were nail- 
ing him to the cross? ^'Father, f(»*give them; for 
they know not what they do." What was it he did 
when suffering on the cross itself, when be was 
dying by their cruel malignity, and when he was 
bearing the burden of their sin upon his own spirit? 
He died for them I He shed his blood for them 
even then! He poured out his soul unto death for 
them, and made an atonement for them in the 
midst of their reproaches; and therefore does the 
Apostle say — " Hereby perceive we the love of Grod, 
because he laid down his life for us; and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren." "And 
this is his commandment, That we should believe on 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
aooiber, as he gave as commandment." 
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The love which he requires of ns is active, an 
operative principle; not merely passive. What has 
been described may be accounted passive — a willing- 
ness to bear affironts, to indnre insults, and to suffer 
long with injustice ; but the love which is enjoined 
by Christ upon his people is a practical love, active 
in its operation. I am not entering, it is not my 
province to do so^ into the contemplation of the policy 
of Grovemmtots in their warfare. It is not my present 
prerogative or design to discuss the policy of sending 
a fleet into the Black Sea, or another fleet into the 
Baltic, or an army into Turkey, to co-operate with 
the Mohammedan arms against the Russians. I do 
not now presume to enjoin Christian duties upon those 
that are not Christians, or to exact Christian services 
from those who do not stand in the Christian rela- 
tion; but I speak as unto wise men; I would address 
individual Christians; I would recommend the con- 
duct that becomes individual Christians in relation 
to those who are their neighbours. What is the 
return to those who are our enemies, those that 
would cruelly oppress us if they could, that Grod 
requires of ns, and that Christ commands us, in our 
dealings towards them? Not merely to pray for 
them, not alone to bear them in our hearts, as it 
were, before the throne of God, entreating mercy for 
them. We are enjoined not only to make iatA»tci^* 
sion that they may be deiUvct^^ ^wol ^'Si «^ «^Jce*» 
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and principles by which they are ruled, foot it is 
required that we seek to commmucate Uiat which is 
good: to do good and to communicate — ^to be like 
Christ himself — ^to go amongst our enemies and seek 
to persuade them to follow in the right way. How 
was it that Howard, the philanthropist, establi^ed 
his reputation and deserved the name he so hi^y 
honoured— •-became the admiration of all nations, 
and is now the glory of England in the memory of 
his virtues? He went down mto the dungeons of the 
vilest criminals, in Russia as well as in Turkey; he 
explored the most deadly and pestilential regions, 
and sought out those who were in misery; he minis- 
tered to them, and endeavoured to communicate not 
alone that which would serve to alleviate their present 
bodily sufferings, but he sought to convey that which 
would also inspire a better hope, and the principles 
of a better life for the world to come. Why should 
we not be all philanthropists in our way? Why 
should we not only cherish in our hearts a kindly 
feeling towards those that are our adversaries, but 
seek to do good to them as far as we have opportu- 
nity? It is not unworthy of a thought, if there 
could be one general proclamation that might go 
forth to all the Christians of this land, and be 
sounded further, even to the Russian and to the 
Turk, disowning the spirit of strife and hatred, and 
mjolmng the spirit of love. It should begm, " Sirs, 
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ye are brethren; why do ye wrong, one to another?" 
and proceed in terms of Christian reconciliation. 

that there were bat as mnch anxiety to soothe and 
to alleviate the exasperated feelings of the angry and 
mi^oided adversaries, as there is of ambition and 
haste to witness the shedding of blood and the tri- 
umph of arms ! Which would be most consistent 
with the Christian character? I leave the thoughtful 
to judge which would be most Christlike, which 
would Christ most approve, which would be most 
commended by the Judge in the day when he shall 
sit upon the great white throne and pronounce his 
judgment on men according to the deeds done in the 
body. Let this discipleship of Christ prevail — let 
this gospel of Christ that we have professed to receive 
have its genial influence — let the obedience of Christ's 
disciples be thus manifested — ^fiU up and follow out 
the requirements of our adorable Master — and then 

1 ask, Have we not obtained an antidote to war ? 
The humblest and most lowly have in their own 
possession the best means of staying the plague. In 
this remedy we have that by which we may hope to 
reach the vilest and most degraded of meur 

We know that the greatest modern warrior had 
to betake himself to the Bible at last. I have stood 
in the room where Napoleon Bonaparte lay dying — ■ 
where he read the sacred Scripture, and studied %si^ 
essay written by Dr. Bogue, lay \.\x\at, xsb^xw^^^^'^ 
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Testament. He delivered it to an attendant, to 
whom he wished to present a proof of his gratitude 
and love : coming back to the New Testament for 
the principles that wonld save and set him free from 
the condemnation of sin. Yes; and he whom we 
have been wont to designate the Iron Dake, the 
great Duke of Wellington — ^great I believe he was, 
in many respects — was represented by those who 
magnified his name and extolled his virtues after his 
death, and who anticipated for him a happy eternity, 
to have carefidly perused his New Testament, and 
embraced the truths of that sacred volume, and to 
have offered up his prayer in the spirit of that book. 
Neither of these men found the field of battle or the 
life of a soldier congenial with such preparations for 
eternity; and it would have been no slight trial to 
cither, after the light of divine truth dawned on their 
soul, to calculate on the ten thousands which must 
be slain before they could cross a river or take a fort. 
Would they, in the review of all their campaigns 
and the deeds of heroism in which they mingled, have 
desired to meet death measuring their swords and 
striving to be the victor on the field of battle ? 

But not only are commanders changed by the 

operation of divine love. If we descend down into 

the lowest ranks of the army (as it has been my 

privilege to do), and gather around us the private 

^jpldlei's (as I have had hundreds of them gathered, 
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in distant lands, to hear the word of divine truth), 
we shall find that even those men are sasceptible of 
New Testament principles; and it is only when 
they receive those principles, that they are raised 
from the degradation into which war has smik them, 
and they become men and citieens, fitted for the 
highest walks of life, and are themselves inspired 
with feelings of benevolence,. so as to seek the wel- 
fare even of those whom they had sought to slay. 
Yes; we may rest assured that discipleship to Christ, 
obedience to his word, conformity to the image and 
example of the Son of God, is the best way of put- 
ting an end to war. 

Let the earth be filled with the knowledge of 
Christ the Lord, as the waters cover the sea; let 
even a large minority of mankind, scattered in all 
lands, cherish in them the mind which was in Jesus, 
and retain their principles in active influence, as the 
salt of the world; let them obey the apostolio- in- 
junction — having their loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of. righteousness, and 
their feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace, that they may represent him of whom it is 
said, as prince of his people, " righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of 
his reins;" and then may be realized the moral phe- 
nomena prefigured by the prophet — ** The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, axviSL XJaa V«^"ax^ 'Sc^sS^^'?^ 



60 war's only preventive. 

down with the kid; and the calf and the jonng lion 
and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall pnt his hand on the cockatrice' den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain." 
'' Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen." 
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THE WORK AND TESTIMONY. 



" I know thy works: behold,! have set before thee an open 
door, and no man can shut it : for thou hast a little strength, 
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." — 
Reyelations iii. 8. 



Even in the things of the world it is customary, 
and it is useful, to take a review of past transactions, 
and to reconsider the propriety and wisdom of such 
proceedings. This is a much more important duty in 
relation to the engagements which belong to the 
kingdom of God — to the deeds that have been done 
in the body, but with a reference to eternity, and 
under the scrutinizing eye of an omniscient and holy 
God. Whatever has thus been done has a bearing 
upon our future happiness, and will either be the 
means of promoting or of preventing that happiness. 
Eternity, so far as man is concerned, is but the con- 
summation of all earthly concerns, it is but the 
perfection of time. The moments, months, years, 
centuries, and thousands of years, are only in their 
varied proportion streams running towards this eter- 
nity which awaits every one of us; and therefore, 
whilst we are yet only in the channel, or course of 
our procedure; whilst the batk w^qw ^VyOql ^<i. ^las^ 
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earned, and which floats upon some one of those 
streams, is speeding its way towards this ocean of 
eternity, it is well that we should direct our obser- 
vation to the position we occupy, that we should 
calculate our distance, that we should consider our 
latter end, and that we should apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. God, in his word, gives solemn warnings and 
exhortation for the performance of such duty; "pre- 
pare," he says, "to meet thy God"; and he assures 
us that for every idle word, as well as for every 
action, he will bring us into judgment. Nay, he en- 
ters so intimately and secretly into the consideration 
of those things, that he searches our hearts, that he 
tries the reins of our minds, and that he weighs the 
very feelings which we cherish in the balances of the 
sanctuary. " I know thy works : behold, I have set 
before thee an open door." 

The man that believes the inspiration and authen- 
ticity of this sacred book, must also believe (if he be 
consistent with himself) the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
The words which I read, the first words of this verse, 
" I know thy works," are the words of Jesus Christ; 
and if you examine, you will observe that they are 
expressed in each of the seven epistles addressed to 
the seven Churches. And they are uttered in relation 
to the past transactions, the past history, the per- 
sonal history, of those Churches in the various places 
where they were situated; not where he was, but 
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where they were in bodily presence; and, therefore, 
if he knew their works, he must know the works by 
an infinite, perfect, and divine omniscience. He is 
indeed that Lord who discerneth the thoughts and 
intents of the heart, that needeth not that any should 
testify to him of man, for he knoweth what is in man. 

But let us proceed now more specifically to con- 
sider the words we have read, for the object for which 
they have been selected — an object which they them- 
selves suggest: and I remark that they present to us 
first, Christ's knowledge of all previous conduct — "I 
know thy works;" secondly, they express his control 
over, and appointment of, all privileges and means of 
usefulness for his servants — ** I have set before thee 
an open door;" and thirdly, they contain his testimony 
to the character and consistency of his faithful people 
— *' for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my 
word, and hast not denied my name." 

Our Saviour, in these words, declares his know- 
ledge of all previous conduct. And it should be re- 
membered, this knowledge results from the fact that 
these works have been done under his eye. As 
surely as it was said in ancient times, '^ Thou God 
seest me," so surely may it be said at every time, 
yea, every moment of time, by each of us, "Have I 
also here looked after him that seeth me?" His 
eyes are represented as a flame of fire; his universal 
and pervading intelligence is set forth, b^ IV^^ nT^^ss^xs. 
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iii the dienibim which wa« fall of ejes rouiid aboot. 
He hadi said, wherever two otr three are gathered 
together in his name, he will be in the midrt of tiiem. 
The assoring language iii his cheering promise is, 
'^ Fear not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for 
I am thj God; I will never leave thee, I wiU never 
forsake thee." If di^i he is present with as, he sees 
what we do; he is acquainted with onr thooghts as 
well as oar ways; he sees how we cherish oar desires^ 
how we bring diem into ex|Nression, and how we 
follow them oat in action: and let it be remembered, 
that it is not some principal event or important 
transaction of oar life that he particalariy notices; 
he sees the minatest, the most insignificant, as we 
might consider it, of all our actions. It is very 
necessary that he should, because he has promised 
to make all things work together for good to them 
that love him, to them that are called according to 
his purpose. Now, you know in your own experience, 
that some of the minatest occurrences of life have 
led to the most Important consequences. The meet- 
ing together, the casual glance of the eyes, of two per- 
sons, heretofore strangers, has suggested thoughts, has 
produced emotions, has led to consequences in which 
life and happiness, and present enjoyment and future 
wellbeing, and the life of others and their happiness, 
haye been involved, and involved without the pos- 
MMflrfiilF of A iseparation. I repeat then, the minutest 
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transaction of life is under his eye; he sees it when 
it is done. 

Bnt I observe, that the works of his people have a 
special relation to his kingdom and glory; since they 
concern his kingdom and glory, he looks upon them, 
not merely as a spectator, or only that he may form 
a judgment of what are the affairs of the whole world, 
or merely that he may turn some of the events to 
account, and derive advantage from them as it regards 
his kingdom. But every occurrence — ^yom* perusal of 
my words at this moment; your receiving what is said, 
or disregarding it; your carrying it home to your mind, 
and pondering on it by the way, or in the house, or 
at the footstool of divine grace — all has a bearing upon 
the kingdom of God, has a relation to his glory, and, 
it may be, will lead to the accomplishment of the 
promise that the Eedeemer shall see of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied; it may be, will so offend 
him that we shall see him rising up in judgment, and 
with a rod of iron breaking his enemies as a potter 
dashes his vessel in pieces. Whatever be the influ- 
ence and the issue, there is a relation to his kingdom 
and to his glory. There is not a circumstance or 
event in this world but what is thus made to bear, 
naturally bear; the case of the apostle Paul, as a 
shipwrecked voyager upon the rock of Malta, illus- 
trates such connection. This undesired and unlooked- 
fpr event brought the gospel t^^sx^.^ Xst^x^j^X^^^^Ss^ ^ss)^ 
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immorttlity to li^ amongst the daik and beni^^rted 
barbarians who were its inhabitants. The wind that 
carried before it the bark which toodied oar iahuid- 
shore with the first messenger of glad tidings^ carried 
in its bosom the rich and glorious results of a preached 
>goq)el and the salvation of myriads of sools in Britain, 
and, through British efforts, in the most distant islands 
of the sea. He, therefore, watches these wwks, looks 
upon them with intense interest. There is nothing 
that is done, especially bj his people, but what he 
regards as having a personal and momentous ooncem 
for him, and as requiring the vigilance of an omnis- 
cient mind. 

But I observe, that these works have been set 
down, and will be remembered by him. He is pleased 
to make gracious reference to the book of his ronem- 
brance. "Rejoice, rather," he says, "that your 
names are written in the book of life.'* Speaking 
aflcr the manner of men, he thus famllitu-izes us with 
the idea that what he sees, he marks, he makes a 
memorandum of it; he gives it a place in the record 
of bygone times; and with such order, and with such 
regularity, and with such minute distinctness, that 
there is not a thought that has ever passed your 
minds, a word that has ever fallen from your lips, 
or an act that has ever been designed or completed 
by you, but ho could lay his finger upon it this mo- 
ipettt» Nay, he requires not to turn to the registry, 
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to examine the annals, to unfold the record; <^ I know 
thy works" — I remember them now — I have them 
in continual remembrance. The most beloved friends 
may forget, but He never forgets: we ai*e continually 
before him. The surges of rolling time, the waves 
of trouble, may rise upon the sand of our fleeting 
memories, and erase the record which has been drawn 
as by a footprint or by a finger in that shifting sur- 
face; but he has written them more durably in his 
book than if they had been graven with an iron pen 
and lead in the rock for ever — he has marked them 
by the emphatic memorials of eternity. 

And not only this, but the works which have been 
done, and which he knows, wUl be made manifest by 
him; and so far as they have served him, will be 
acknowledged to the joy of his servants. They have 
been done, some of them, in the obscurest and most 
hidden retreats, away from mortal eye; and these the 
most impoi'tant. And while angels have searched 
and looked at the wonderful proceedings where the 
Deity himself has waited and marked the procedure, 
where the incidents and relationships of coming time 
have been combined and involved in all their impor- 
tance and their reality, and though some of these 
works have been done in the most secret chambers; 
no human eye has seen them, and only God's eye has 
fully surveyed them ; no one among men has witnessed 
the solemn and deliberate (iotA\x\!ei\xvau>C\^^ <55l ^^srs^n 
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j-et wOl tbej be made minifesl by lum. Those 
strhlDgs of the Hoi j Spirit agaunsl sin in the heart — 
those stragglings maintained fay a weak and fiotteiing 
spirit against the temptatioos of a powerful and ma- 
lignant adyorsaiTy and the seductions of a deceitful 
and allaring world — aD hare been seen by him, 
and will be graciously acknowledged. Though mul- 
titudes hare not heard of the zealous serrants of God 
entering into the obscure cottage, or the darkened 
and miserable dwelling-place oi the profligate ^nner, 
it has been done; this work of fiuth and labour of 
love has been done in the patience of hope and in 
prayerful dependence for a divine blessing; they 
have gone by the wayade — they have met the poor 
and solitary transgressor wandering in sin, or have 
traced others giving themsdves up to wcnrks of iniquity. 
They have spoken in the secret place; they have 
expostnlated with holy fervour; they have invited 
with geaerous affection; they have sought to draw 
the wanderer to Christ; and they have succeeded. 
It has not been told who was the benefactor; it has 
not been known who gave the first impulse — who 
began the gracious work as an instrument in the 
hands of God: but "I know thy works;" I will make 
it manifest. 

And he will acknowledge those works which have 
been done in this way, not only as good works; he 
will give them a greater gloiy than they could have 
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merely in relation to the ransomed sinner. He will 
say, "Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from before the foundation 
of the world: for I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed 
me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me." " Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungered?" will be their astonished reply. " Oh, we 
should have been honoured indeed to be permitted to 
feed thee! * When saw we thee thirsty?' It would 
have been our joy to have given thee drink; but we 
never had such a privilege; we remember it not." 
** Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto mc." He 
will make mention, and he will acknowledge, the 
works of his people. 

But I proceed to observe, that we are taught by 
our Saviour's words his control over and appoint- 
ment of all privileges and means of usefulness enjoyed 
by his servants — "I know thy works; behold, I have 
set before thee an open door." The apostle Paul and 
his companion, as related in the 14th chapter of the 
Book of Acts, rehearsing how they had proceeded in 
the preaching of the gospel, stated that God had 
opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 1 ho 
same apostle, in the 16th chapter of the First Epistle 
to the Connthians, tells thoa© to\i\io\sv\v^N^x<5{vR.^^ 
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(iod had set before bim an open door; or that *^a 
great door and efiectnal was opened" to him for a 
preached gospel, though he had mauj adyersaiies. 
The expression was used in reference to the same 
subject in the Second Epistle of the 2nd chapter to 
Corinthians; and thos we have the phrase that is 
used here, as signif^-ing the employment o^ and 
opportunity of emplopng, means of grace as privileges 
to the sei-vants of God. Now, I wonld suggest that 
he has a control over them; that it is he that opens 
the door, and no man can shut it. 

And first, it is his prerogative to give favourable 
seasons for receiving or doing good. K there be one 
time more auspicious than another; if there be a time 
of opf)ortunity; if there be a peculiar occasion and 
facilities for the people of God to combine together; 
if there be circumstances that induce them to seek 
such combination; if there be a determination in the 
hearts of some to seek such combination — ^it is He 
that has opened the great and efiectual door; it is he 
that has cast the lot of his people in such pleasant 
places, and that has drawn the lines of their habita- 
tions in such a heritage. It is of the Lord's goodness 
that we can associate as beloved friends ; that we 
can peacefully separate ourselves from the occupa- 
tions of the world; that none dare to enter our 
sanctuary to interrupt our devotions, or make us 
, It is of the Lord's goodness that there is such 
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commmiitj of feeling and disposition to co-operate 
amongst the people of God in this sanctuary and 
congregation; that one and another may work, and 
the feeblest may work as well as the strong, and the 
youngest may work, and the most aged may work, 
and the poorest as well as the most wealthy may work 
in doing good, in communicating the blessings of 
sidration. 

fle gives the favourable seasons for receiving or 
doing good : and especially if that season be charac- 
terized by the communication of the divine influences; 
if- the Spirit be poured out from on high; if the 
wilderness that once was parched, become a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest; 
it is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

But I mark again, that it is he and he only that gives 
ability to declare the gospel to those employed in 
such a work: he gives freedom of utterance; he gives 
utterance with that emphasis which tells upon the 
minds of the people; he enables the speaker so to 
order his words as that they may awaken sympathy 
in the hearer, and be understood. Nay, he, more 
than this, afibcts the heart and melts the afiections 
with tenderness of him that speaks, so that he pleads 
as for God, for eternity, for immortal souls, and as 
one that must give account. If he be wise to win 
souls, his wisdom is from above; if he have determined 
to make Christ Jesus, and \\vm ot\^, VJcvfc ^<sKsfe ^ 
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his ministration; if he be ready to exdaim^ ^'God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of the 
Lord Jesns Christ;" — ^it is the Spirit of God that has 
wrought this high and generons impulse in the heart 
of such a speaker. 

You may enter into places where an assembly wait 
to receive the truth from a man's lips, and yon may 
hear sentiments that are well chosen, and expressions 
that for chastened elegance and beauty are well se- 
lected, and an utterance of those expressions such as 
you would seek to imitate, were you called to give 
utterance to such sentiments; but they fall listleasly 
upon your own mind, and they produce not the im« 
pression which you think they ought to produce. It 
may be that the preacher sings a very lovely song, 
or that he is as one that plays well upon an instru- 
ment; but the melody touches not your ear, thrills 
not your heart, excites not your sympathies, brings 
' you not into union with the speaker. Why is it? 
It is the divine prerogative to open the door; and, 
therefore, 

I mark again, that he gives access to the heart, 
for the truth in its demonstration and power, that 
it may be received in the love of it. He brings 
down the high thoughts; he subdues the lofty imagi- 
nations; he makes the people willing in the day of 
his power; he melts the heart by his love, so that in 
the conviction produced of the exercise of his grace 
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in saving yon, his trttth may be received and cordially 
embraced. Not by the will of the flesh: he opens the 
heart by his sovereign love' and divine grace. The 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia that she gave heed 
to the words that were spoken by the apostle Paul. 
Not a poor sinner ever yet cordially embraced the 
truth of Jesus Christy but had his heart opened by the 
gracious, the blessed Spirit, who worketh both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure. 

Take care: do not therefore say. Why, then, I 
must wait till the Spirit open my heart. The language 
is not. You have to wait. Ask the Spirit to open your 
heart now; ask Jesus to give his Spirit to open your 
iieart now; ask, and ye shall receive. Still he opens; 
it is the prerogative of God to do this work of love and 
goodness. I cannot do it; no man can open the heart 
of his fellow man. 

But I observe, that when the heart is opened and 
the truth is received, it is he that gives admission to 
a visible Church, and calls his chosen ones to the 
bonds and fellowship of a hallowed and refreshing 
communion. He says, ** Come out from among them 
and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean things 
and I will receive you, and I will be a father to you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters." They are 
his peculiar people, his royal pricsUiood, his holy 
nation. It is by his commandment that his people ' 
who have given themselves to iVv^ \jsyc^ ^t^j^ ^KftR;sss5^ 
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to gire themselres to oae awKkr. AbI wken tvo 
cr three are met tio^eiber in las uobc^ ihej are but 
doing his will and obejing te onfinance; wken Iboj 
sfaov Icfth bis death, when they eoanenonte his 
lore, it i» becanse he has giT«n the oommnnioii of 
saints. It is he that has giren sanctnaiy privilegeB 
and the conaohtiops of worshq>; it is he that has 
promised to be in the midst of them that wait on 
God, and by the manifestatioDS of his presenoe to 
kindle a joj in their hearts, and diffuse a peace in 
their minds^ which the world cannot give a^d which 
the wqM cannot take awav. 

And when anyone is invited, is welcomed, to the 
bosonr of the Christian Chnrcb, they that invite and 
they that welcome only do the wiU of their Lord. 
Yet none have a right to exdnde firom the fellowship 
of God's peofde those whom God has received, just 
as none have a right to cast back into the darkness 
of midnight, or the gloom of a dongeon, the virtnons 
and faithful citizen, upon whom the bright snn sheds 
his cheering rays; or to prevent his enjoyment of a 
freely circulated atmosphere, that is the common ele- 
ment of life to man and to beast 

But still further, we are taught that it is his pre- 
rogative to give translation to the heavenly kingdom 
in all its glory. Yes, it is he has opened those gates 
to welcome the Zion-bonnd traveller at the dose of 
his career^ when he has finished his course, having 
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kept the faith. Christ, the King of Zion, has pro- 
vided security that these gates shall never be shut 
day or night. He comes forth from the secret place 
of his power and of his gloiy, and he takes his ran- 
somed ones by the hand, and leads them to his 
Father's feet, and says, " Behold I and the children 
thou hast given me;'' he brings them near and 
presents them faultless in the presence of his Father, 
with exceeding joy. He says, "I bled for them, 
and washed them in my blood; I have clothed them 
with my righteousness; they have been regenerated 
by the Spirit, they have been sanctified and made 
meet for the inheritance; Holy Father, I present them 
Bs thine." Hence the blessed Jesus says, " I have set 
before thee an open door." It is by his mercy and 
his prerogative that no man can shut that door. 

I shall be more brief in the consideration of the 
tei^timony which Christ bears to the character and 
consistency of his faithftil people. "Thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name." You will observe he does not 
flatter them or deceive them: thou hast a little 
strength, not a great measure of strength; do not 
boast; let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall; boast not of thy strength, for what hast 
thou which thou hast not received? boast not, then, 
of thine own strength, thou hast none as in thyself; 
the strength which thou Viaat \a «i. little, \sQ\.>^»^^a» 
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been deriyed; I am thy strength and thj Tigfateoii&- 
ness. Bat perchance this word conveys aomethiiig 
more; and whilst he cannot flatter or deceive, it may 
be he would gently reprove: thou hast but a little 
strength, thou mightest have had more, for thy 
strength, if thon wilt apply, is infinite; thon art not 
sufficient of thyself to think anything as of tibjrsd^ 
but thy sufficiency is of God; the Lord is thy strength 
and thy Redeemer, the Almighty is thy refuge; and 
though the treasure has been infinitely abundant, yet 
hast thou only applied for a little. Notwithstanding, 
he bears testimony to his people, as well as of them. 
Ah, beloved brother! he knows whether your strength 
be little — ^whether thou be able to run with the foot- 
men and they have not wearied thee, whether thou 
be able to contend with the horses; whether in the 
land of peace wherein thou trustedst ihey have 
wearied thee, thou art likely to be swallowed up in 
the swellings of Jordan. He knows what you are, 
and he knows, I am sure you will confess, whether 
you ought to have had more strength than you now 
have; and with more than a father's tenderness he 
knows both how to pity and to sustain his fainting 
and faltering children. 

But in the next place, he gives encouragement 
for perseverance. Thou hast, notwithstanding all 
thy past weaknesses and short-comings, besetting 
sins and infirmities, thou hast a little strength. En- 
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compassed with temptations, oftentimes induced, 
it may be, to look behind in consequence of the halt- 
ing steps of others, yet hast thou been enabled, having 
&ith, to pursue; thou hast a little strength. Jesus 
knows whether you have kept the faith; Jesus 
knows whether you are still clinging with the tenacity 
of life to him in whom your life is hid; whether 
you are diligently coming as for your life to the 
fountain of life, and to the source of all strength; 
and though it be as fainting, yet, pursuing, he takes 
notice of it, he bears testimony of it, and gives you 
encouragement to persevere. And, moreover, he 
acknowledges adherence to his own standard — 
^Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my 
word." His word is the rule: he will not give his 
glory to another, nor his praise to graven images. 
He has sent the rod of his strength out of Zion, to 
rule in the midst of the people, and that rod is his 
Word. Thou hast kept my word. The believer, 
like David, has been ready to say, " Yea, though J 
waJk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
wUl fear no evil: thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me." Holding by the word, we are strong; and 
when we keep to this standard succour is near. He 
bears testimony by the word of his grace; he bears 
that testimony by making his word effectual; and he 
bears that, testimony by giving the witness of the 
Spirit, whose word it is for conaoUtvOTt \ft ^'^ V^aasN*. 
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of :&e worii &31&. » t^ sonaartal xed of ^ king- 
dom. ^irxA ^ nnfuKwy snd opendm cf die 
Spcrx in & Es sod co aienati an of Us pc^f^ 
It is J^sas ^a£ gi^«s QS hsi teadmaar* wWn we ue 
enaUed to 3i^, ■^ La. dus G«d k kt God: I bave 
waited &r bmi; and he wiQ saTe ne. Tlds is die 
Lord; I bare waited Ibr kira: I will be gbd and 
njoke in bs aahatioo." This is Jesas bearing 
tesdmooj to his word in bis people. He bears tes- 
timcnT to dieir sted&stneas; be acknowledges diat 
dxT bare adhered to bis standard; and, finaDj, be 
applands dieir fidelity. Li die midst of dangers 
and difficulties '^tboo bast not denied my name.** 
Thej bare been tempted to denv; dieir own hearts 
have been tempted to donbt, and hesitatingly to say, 
" Where is the promise of his conung?" The world 
has been ready contemptooosly to reproadi, saying. 
Why do yon place your confidence in a cracified 
man, who has disappeared, and left his followers to 
contempt and helplessness? Have any of the rulers 
or of the wise men of the world believed on him, or 
assumed his name? His first adherents were counted 
an ignoble, a mean, and a despicable commonity. 
They had been marked out for reproach; they had 
borne reproaches for his sake; they had been cast 
out for his name. Yet they would not deny — ^yet 
tbff/ would not withdraw tholr allegiance: they still 
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dang to him. We need not to be assured that he, and 
he only, was their strength and salvation. And he 
applauds them — " Thou hast not denied my name/* 
and I know where these affectionate and generous 
feelings of attachment have been assailed. I know 
where temptations have assaulted thee; I know how 
flesh and sense have hesitated and faltered, and have 
been ready to fail. But I have been thy strength 
and thy salvation, and thou hast not denied my 
name: thou hast willingly, thou hast readily con- 
fessed, that in me is thy strength found; that by me, 
and only by me, canst thou come off as conqueror, 
and more than conqueror, in the holy warfare to 
which thou hast been called. 

We should consider, does Christ possess an inthnate 
knowledge of all our past conduct? Oh I then, how 
we should be humbled ! — ^how low in the dust we should 
prostrate ourselves! How earnestly should be our 
pleading at the Throne of Grace, that he would par- 
don our short-comings, and blot out our sin ! Does 
he know our works? Then let us be up and doing, 
giving all diligence to make our calling and election 
sure; adding to our faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity. 
Oh, let us work while it is called to-day I " Awake, 
thou that sleepesti arise from th& d^^^ ^s^^ ^^^^ssvs^ 
shall give thee ]jfe]^ 
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Yet mote, does Gxrist set befere toq an open door ? 
If is his pRfogadre to do so; and has he done it ? 
Oh, enter hefiire it is shot! Oh, enter i^oa the 
fiiTomble seasoo, that jon maj enjoj the Uessiiig! 
Oh, giTe audience to the utterance and dedaratioa 
of the diTine will! Oh, receire the tmdi into your 
heart! If joor heait be not opeoitd, 9sk him to 
open it. If joa be burdened with sin, so that the 
gate of joor heart lefoses to Gpok^ Msk him to take 
awaj joor sin, and to nnbar the entrance of yoor 
heart. Go to him; he is ready to proclaim liberty 
to the captires, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound. And has he opened tiie door 
of his Church? Has he made die ai^xHutment and 
given the privilege of the feUowship of saints? Does 
be call yon to enter into the communion of his 
Church? Oh, despise not his word! but ^ve your- 
self to the Lord, and then unto his people, acooiding 
to his will. Heaven! the door of heaven — thoee 
celestial gates, though for ever barred against pollu- 
tion and sin — be has opened for the entrance of all 
them that seek to be washed, justified, and glorified 
through him. You know not how soon you may 
wish to enter there! It is he only that can ^ve 
yon translation. It is he only that can present you 
faultless. Oh, live by faith upon the Son of God! 
Oh, live in the exercise of faith ! that, when you come 
to dle^ you may triumph in his salvation. Amen. 



THE CROWN OF EIGHTEOTJSNESS, 



A REWARD. 



" Henceforth, there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
loye his appearing." — 2 Tim. iv. 8. 



These are the words of an aged man, an old 
Christian minister; and this Christian minister was 
an apostle of the Lord Jesos Christ, called into the 
apostleship by Jesns Christ himself; and had bj 
him been kept faithful nnto this time. These words 
were spoken by that venerated eaiut, in the near, 
the certain prospect of death, within the shortest 
distance of that day^ which we are all called to 
anticipate. They are spoken by this aged saint 
with a fall assarance that the prospect of death 
which he had was to be realized. He says, "I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture i^at hand." It was not death after the usual 
manner that he anticipated; it was death, as the 
death of a martyr, for the gospel of Christ. He 
anticipated this martyrdom in circumstances of ex-^ 
treme dejection, desolation, and loneliness. He was 
now a prisoner held fast by a chain, kei^t «.t ^B^fsossv 
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waiting the senteuce of a monster of cruelty, the 
base and heartless Nero. But it was not death 
under the most fearful aspect that the cruel monster 
could inflict, that was the greatest source of appre- 
hension to this servant of Christ. He was left 
alone, solitary; he says, ^^Thou knowest that all 
they which are in Asia be turned away from me, 
of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes;" and he 
adds also immediately in connection, that certain 
individuals, having loved this present world, had 
forsaken him, while some others, in the faithful 
discharge of their duty, had gone to distant provinces 
to preach the gospel. Such a one as Paul, the aged, 
bowed down with his many sufferings, and be&ring 
in his body the marks of the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
now waited the time of his departure, was now 
ready to be offered. It is thought, and I conceive 
with considerable probabiHty, that he had some 
certain intimation that ere long he was to close his 
career. "I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.** It is 
the last dying testimony of the sainted apostle, the 
martyr servant now ready to be offered up. Bfe 
sent this epistle by the hand of some trustworthy 
friend, who yet remained; that his son in the gospel 
might hasten to him, in order to minister to him the 
last consolation in the hour of trial, in the hoar of 
^ liiB death. <^Do thy diligence to come shortly unto 
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me." He might apprehend that if Timothy were 
not with him, he had not another friend on whose 
presence he conld calculate. 

It deserves our notice, that out of these circmn- 
Btanees, in the midst of these sufferings, desertions, 
and desolations; and with this immediate prospect 
of that day before him, that he saith, ^^ Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me 
at that day, and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing." 

Let me direct your attention, from these words, 
first, to the inheritance in reversion; secondly, to 
the Donor of this inheritance; and thirdly, to those 
that are heirs of it. 

The inheritance in reversion is a *^crown of 
ri^teousness laid up." It has no doubt an allu- 
sion to the crown usually worn by victors amongst 
the athletic games of Greece, whether they were 
wrestlers or runners, or the crown awarded to the 
successful hero, when he had returned from the 
fight. Thus far we see how it expresses public 
approbation; it signifies a reward answerable to 
the work which had been accomplished; it distin- 
guishes such a reward as was the object of highest 
ambition to those who were capable of considering 
the subject. How did the athletic wrestler contend 
that he might gain the prize! How did t\ift \^s!Kasst 
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Strain eyeiy nenre, that he might first reach the 
goal and obtsun the crown! How did the hero 
contend in the battle-field, bearing his shield high 
and his bnckler broad, and wielding his sword 
conrageonslj against the adversary, that he might 
retam from the field of battle with the spoil, and 
that he might gain the reward of his prowess! 

These were things that engrossed the mind, that 
brought together myriads from all parts of Greece; 
as rewards they so occupied the combatants that the 
aspirants conntcd nothing dear to them, so that they 
might finish their conrse before their antagonists, so 
that they might reach the prize, so that they might 
obtain the reward. It was not then death or victory 
(and their disgrace was eqaal to death if they gained 
not the trophy of renown), which inspired them. 
They did it to obtain a corruptible crown, a wither- 
ing garland, nothing more than an earthly jewel at 
the most, that should soon be profitless to those that 
wore it. 

But the apostle sets before us a crown of righte- 
ousness, a crown laid up. Let us with all thought- 
fulness contemplate this first, as it is described as 
righteousness; it may be considered as belonging to 
a person that is righteous; it may be considered as 
bestowed upon a person ^r righteousness: it may 
be considered as bestowed by one who acts righte- 
ously^ and who rewards in justice. 
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We believe that the crown spoken of will not be 
worn by any but those that ai-e reckoned righteous; 
there is a righteousness which everyone must have 
in which to stand accepted in thQ sight of God; a 
righteousness that is perfect, so that his pure eye 
will see everything in it to admire, nothing in it to 
find fault with; and this righteousness have all the 
saints. The Lord is their righteousness in whom 
they glory; they receive the reward of his righteous- 
ness. It is for the sake of his obedience they are 
justified; they stand in the presence of God accepted 
in the beloved. 

But the righteousness which is spoken of is a 
righteousness, also, that may be said to have been 
wrought out by him that is to be rewarded; — it is 
the righteousness of those that have been found 
faithful; it is the righteousness of those that have 
been obedient unto the word of Christ; that have, in 
obedience to that word, sought to walk in conformity 
to his example, and so to accomplish their day as an 
hireling. 

We are, however obedient, not justified for our 
righteousness; but there is a reward of grace that 
follows the righteousness of Christ. The great 
Judge himself is represented as saying, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant! thou hast been faithful 
over a very few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into tb^ ys^ q^nJk^ V^st^ 
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TkeRismpniiinetjof Cfe^uadnracter tobe sos- 
laiiied; diac k m pvitj of Chri^ian heart to be 
co liiial c d ; tibeie is an eniiiieBee of Christian holi- 
nesB to be atuined; there is a seal for God, acoord- 
in^ to knowledge; there is a fiberalitj that distributes 
largelj and generonsly; there is a sdf-denjin^ self- 
sacrifidngy that takes jorfoD^ the spoiling of oar 
goods, that eoonts it an high honour to be thoa^t 
worth J to snfier shame for his name, or be num- 
bered with the foitfafbl, who are peisecoted for 
righteousness' sake. The oUigation and the reqMm- 
ability to sustain this is (^ a sacred and permanent 
character. When Christ has called soch a servant 
to an J particular work ; when he has given him a 
sphere of laboor, and a drcle of peculiar duties; 
when he has enjoined upon him, has called for, 
active and difiusive labour, then a dispensation of 
the gospd is committed unto him; then, woe is unto 
such men if they preach not the gospel! For he 
will rebuke, and they may dread the firown and the 
indignation of him whom they call Lord, if they 
shrink from their toU, if they shun their labour, if 
they grudge their sacrifices for Jesus' sake. 

But, those that are found faithful, are finishing 
their course, they are keeping the faith, they are 
rnnnlDg the race that is set before them, and it is a 
righteous thing with God U) reward them. It is not 
that they have been fiEiithfol in their own strength, it 
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is not that they have accomplished the work by their 
own doings; and therefore they do not sacrifice to 
their own net, or bum incense to their own drag. 
All that they have done has been by the grace of 
God; he has made them and kept them faithful; he 
has constrained them and upheld them in the dis- 
charge of their duty; he has wrought in them to will 
and to do of his good pleasure; and he has brought 
them off as conquerors, and more than conquerors, 
through him that hath loved them. But yet he 
rewards them with the crown of righteousness. 

This righteousness is his also, in the bestowing of 
the reward. There is a sovereignty in the dispen- 
sing of favour; there is a justice in the withholding 
of grace. Wherever the sovereignty exercises the 
grace, and dispenses the favour, there will be the 
fullest readiness to acknowledge, "not unto us, but 
to thy name be all the glory." Wherever he has 
withheld the grace, and exercised the justice, there 
will be no room for the individual to say, "why hast 
thou made me thus?" For the individual has made 
himself so; it was he that refused what was offered 
to him; it was he that withheld what he was re- 
quired to render; it was he that indulged that which 
was sinful; it was he that denied the claims of his 
Lord and his Redeemer. God is righteous in the 
dispensing of his favour. The righteousness will 
appear, as the sinner is justified tlvtQx\^ ^ts^^^^s^rs'®^ 
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Smovr; die lig hl w a neaB will apptar^ is the jvali* 
lied simer his been sastiiiied hj the gnoe pranind 
in coTamit, diroa^ Jesus CfaiisL The i%faleoiui- 
neas will ippeir, is die bdierer is wmctified md 
brou^ to sing of his redeeming gnoe; md wbaa 
his silTition ippeira, the tisTiil of die Bedeemer's 
sool, md die lewud of the Redeemer's snflferings. 
The ri^bteoosness will sppeir, in the idi^itation of 
die reward to die chincter <^ the individoil; in die 
apprcyriiteness of the crown to die servioes which 
die indiyidoil his rendered; in the connection be- 
tween his hii^iiness md ^orj <hi one aide^ and the 
ccnsideradon of the services he has rendered on the 
odier. The whole econcnnj of the divine goyem- 
ment will be manifested to be trath and righteous-* 
ness. In judgment does he execote his wilL 

Bat it is a crown oi righteonsness: and a crown, 
we knowy is worn by a monarch; a crown is worn 
by one that is distingaished amongst his fellow 
creatures; and a crown is connected with a kingdom, 
with an inheritance of a kingdom. We know that 
our blessed Sayioor is a king; we know that he sits 
upon his throne; we know that he is crowned King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; we know that those 
who are the objects of his peculiar favour wear 
crowns tooy for they cast them at his feet; they sit 
on thrones, too, even on his throne, according to his 
own word; they reign as kings with him, in a sphere 
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stuted to their capacities, their affections, and their 
relationship. Yes, my reader, the inheritance that 
is here represented, is an inheritance of glory, which 
is unspotted; an inheritance that is incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

Again, who can tell what eye hath not seen, what 
ear hath not heard, which hath not entered into the 
heart of man? But there will be intimate favour 
and communion with Christ; there will be mingled 
sympathies and joyous intercourse with those that 
have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, out of 
every kindred, and nation, and people, and tongue. 
There will be the familiar acquaintance which the 
light of heaven will give, and which the converse of 
heavenly sjmts will impart, with the whole mystery 
of redemption, with the whole economy of life, with 
the whole counsels of redeeming grace, with the 
whole covenant made, and made sure in Christ. 
That inheritance will be an inheritance of constant 
and near access to the divine presence, beholding 
the glory of God, seeing him as he is. Oh, how did 
Stephen's countenance beam with heavenly beauty, 
and seem as if he were an angel of light I but the 
countenance of Stephen was as a shadowy reflection, 
compared to the countenance of his Saviour, which 
he saw shining from heaven's highest realms, looking 
towards him, the martyred and suffering saint. 

And as that Saviour is known in hi& ^I^t^ ^ ^if^ ^^^ 
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they be glorified who behold his countenance. We 
know not what we shall be, bnt this we know, that 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
I speak not of the physical beauty of that divine 
countenance that sits upon the mediatorial throne. 
I speak not of the halo of splendour, which, bur- 
nished in the light of heaven, glows around iSbe 
majesty of the Redeemer. I speak of that purity, 
that heavenly love, of that holy joy, of that beaming 
peace, of that placid and enduring grandeur, belong- 
ing to the mind of the glorious Mediator. We shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. It is not 
those eyes, that shall reflect again the glowing benig- 
nity of his countenance; it is not those ears, that 
shall leap again at the hallowed melody of his praise; 
bnt it is this soul, it is this spirit ennobled and 
sanctified in the might of heaven, that shall behold 
him in beauty and dwell in his presence. Oh, how 
shall we describe what crown this is? No sorrow 
there, to cast a dim shade on any one of its bright 
gems; no grief to swell the bosom that is girded 
with the garment of righteousness; no tears to be 
wiped away; no sin to be felt, or to be confessed; 
no desire to be uttered, or to remain unindnlged; 
nothing, no, nothing, to lessen the blessedness, to 
diminish the happiness, to interpose in any measure 
between the communion, of tboae \A<isafe^ «^vt\Xa. 
TJbia is the inheritance -w^AeYi v& m w?«revs«i% 
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who gives U? who is the donor of this inheritance? 
"Henceforth there is laid np for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give to me at that day." Oh, what confidence! 
How wondeiiul that any man should be able to 
speak thus! how mysterious the grace that reigns 
through righteousness unto eternal life! Look back 
a few years : go to the way that leads to Damascus; 
listen to the language that burst from the ruling 
spirit of that band; behold the countenance, which 
swelled with pride as he rode forth, the leader of his 
band, or was carried in the eastern style of magnifi* 
cence and authority. Look to the countenance with 
which he spoke his swelling words of vanity and 
threatening, and talked of how he should bind his 
captives and his prisoners, and bring them into the 
dungeon or to the stake. A persecuter, a blasphemer, 
an injurious person, one that not only accused and 
solemnly maligned the best of men, and trampled 
under foot the tenderest sympathies of the human 
bosom ; (Hie that not only struggled for the ascendancy 
with men of a like genius, a like ardour, and sought 
to bring under dominion those that would have op- 
posed him ; but, with cruelty and with harshness, he 
haled men and women to the dungeon, and stopped his 
ears against the cries of female and infantUa ^qjwss^n 
look at him. It is not man tlial \i^ \iaJw^, ^'^^ ^^^s^acev 
tb&the tramples under, foot only v \iuV.\^'^^'=^'^^^ 
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glory; it is the Saviour of sinners; it is the dying 
Jesus; it is he whose side was opened to pour out a 
flood to take away your sins; it is he whose head 
was lacerated and mangled with thorns, that his 
soul, that his mind, might be oppressed with sorrows 
for you; it is he, now raised to glory, whom Sftnl 
thus persecuted and hated; and it is this Saul who 
now says, "Henceforth there is laid up for me — foe 
me — a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, tiie 
righteous Judge, will give unto me at that day.*' 

Had it been the angel Gabriel, who stands 'con- 
tinually before God, hearkening to the voice of his 
word, or flies swiftly to convey heaven's messages of 
goodness; had it been Aaron the saint of God, or 
Moses the meekest of all men; had it been Enodi 
that walked with God, or Job that waded tfarongh 
the deep waters of sorrow in patience and in prayer; 
had it been Jeremiah that wept his longings, (« 
Daniel that counselled with his wisdom for the 
nation; it might have been unto him. But it was 
the chief of sinners; it was for a sinner who could 
say of sinners "I am chief," that this crown of 
righteousness was laid up. Oh, surely it must be 
the Lord that will give such a crown! who else 
could give it? "My way is not as your ways" (he 
saith), "my thoughts are not as your thoughts; high 
as' the heavens are above the earth, so high are my 
ways above your ways, and my thoughts above your 



THE GOOD SOLDIER. 95 

thoughts.'' This is the language of Jehovah, when 
he has come to save the returning sinner; when he 
is inviting the wanderer home; when he is promising 
pardons like a God; when he is speaking peace to 
the rebel spirit, and by the peace that he speaks is 
subduing the mind unto himself. 

Nor let it be forgotten, it is the Lord, the righte- 
ous Judge, who gives the crown, because it is he who 
prepares it; because the bestowing of it will glorify 
his name; because the wearing of it will be to the 
praise of the glory of his grace; because those who 
wear it will be led to make their acknowledgments 
to him, sapng, "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto 
thy name be the praise." The Lord is the Righteous 
Judge, We have been engaged contemplating a 
solemn event — ^^that day;^"* but on that day will 
the Lord give this crown; on that day will he bring 
jit forth from the treasury of his love; on that day 
will he place the golden diadem upon the head of 
his chosen; on that day will he say, "I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving- 
kindnesses have I drawn thee." Let us, then, give 
God the glory; it is the Lord's to bestow the crown; 
he will bestow it as a Judge, and he bestows it of 
his sovereign grace, but in connection with a perfect 
righteousness. 

Oh, say some, who can expect to obtain such a 
prize? It might be, that the Apostle could thus 
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speakf bedosey ahboogli he had been a widked 
smser at first, he was after w ar ds a mommienl of 
grace; thoo^ he was a poseeoter in eailj IBe, ke 
reaped in his own sool a tiioasand times moie 
sofiering for his LcHd, than was ever inflicted upon 
us; he was in stripes more abundant; he was in 
labours more firequent; who can tell the labour and 
the snfiering oi die Apostle, when he boie about in 
his bod J the marks of the djing of the Lord Jesus, 
and when he filled iq) in his bodj the sufierings of 
Christ for the Chorch? Ko wonder, in oontrasting 
Paul with us, we maj be readj to say, Pftul mi^ 
get that crown, bat not /. In preaching the gospd 
from Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricumy he 
counted all things but loss for the ezodlencjr of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. He thought of 
nothing, but to finish his course as a fiuthful am- 
bassador of Christ; he was a successful minister, 
and many souls were lnx>ught by him to God; he 
was a faithful apostle, and in consequence of his 
ministration, we, to this day, enjoy the benefits <^ 
divine instruction; Paul might hope for tibe crown, 
but not we. 

Such may be the desponding utterance of some: 

what said Paal? ^'Henceforth there is laid up for 

me a crown of righteonsness, which the Lord, the 

JTgiiteoas JndgOj shall gw« m^ ^iX. ^^ ^'k^n «as\d 

to me only, but unto att tVkem «^ao V^»X Vs^^ \fta 
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spp^sctlng.^ Here then is the character of the 
recipients^ those that are heirs of this reversion*-^ 
they lov^ th6 appearing of Christ, iTiey love his 
manifestation in the gospel, as dying for sinners^ 
l» lUXiOi^i^iishing the redemption of sinners by the 
sacrifice of himself, as taking away sin by his one 
offering; satisfying justice, and atoning the offended 
dignity of Jehovah, by mining a perfect and full 
|xro{Htiation for guilty men; they love his af^earing. 
And now, do yon iovo to hear of Christ ? Do yon 
love to foehdd hun, as in a glass — to contemplate 
his many excellencies; his divine glories; his con- 
descension; his humiliation; his suffering unto death; 
^e sorrows of his soul; the sulQSdency of his atone- 
tiient; the finishing of his work; the perfection of 
his righteousness; liie acceptance of his offering; his 
rising again from the dead; his appearing in glory? 
Do ytm love him? Is this that which you prefer 
Above '^very other knowledge? Is it, in fiict, that 
you cannot enjoy peace in your mind, but as you 
t»m reidize the appearing of Christ? Is his sufiering 
unto dealh the ground of jovlt confidence that you 
wiU share eternal glory? Are you wmmg, in order 
tlrnt you may find him, that you may behold him, 
that you may ^^ him in his appearing in the gos- 
})el, to count all things but loss for the e.'&CjdV^c^^ ^ 
the knowledge of Christ Jesan ^cixa \iW^, ^^^^ 
Sieads, deal faithfully mtk ywo^^^a^* ^^ ^^ 
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willing to make every and any sacrifice rather than 
give up Christ? Do you count him the chief amongst 
ten thousand, and the altogether lovely? Oh, what 
think you of Christ? 

Before you settle the matter, that this crown is 
not for you, that this inheritance cannot be yonrsy 
you know that Christ is altogether excellent, alto- 
gether worthy, altogether sufficient; you know that 
he, in his worthiness, and in his sufficiency, is ofiered 
to you without money and without price. Have yon 
embraced him? Have you said to your soul that he 
is the true God and Saviour — that he is mighty to 
save? Have you laid your help upon him as able 
and willing? Do you seek to be justified in his 
righteousness, and pardoned through the shedding of 
his blood? Then you love his appearing; then yon 
are amongst those for whom this crown is prepared. 

But those who love his appearing are those who 
long to see him manifested, made known unto others, 
as Well as to themselves; to have Jesus made to be 
known, to appear in his true and mediatorial cha- 
racter, to have his own relationship in the world. He 
is King, they wish to see him reign; he is Lord, 
they wish to see his will accomplished; he is Saviour, 
they wish to see sinners saved by grace — they love 
his appearing. Oh, it is a happiness to live and 
love him, and relish a discourse that sets forth 
I They are willing to endure any sacrifice, 




THE QOOD SOLDIER. 99 

tbat they may promote the manifestation of Christ 
after this manner. 

When they think of such and such a one, ready 
to go as an ambassador unto the heathen, as a 
herald of peace to far distant lands, to proclaim 
the glad tidings of great joy, and to make the 
Saviour known; they not only bid him God-speed, 
expressing sympathy at his departure — they uphold 
hhn with their prayers, and they contribute to him 
of their substance, that he may make the appearing 
of Christ known among the heathen, that he may 
advance tiie kingdom of Christ among poor idolaters. 
And when tidings come from far distant lands, that 
the heathen have cast their idols to the moles and to 
the bats; that they have yielded themselves as living 
sacrifices unto God; that, renouncing all reliance on 
boasted reason and human merits, they have humbly 
sought admission into the Christian fellowship; that 
they have begun to proclaim Jesus amongst those 
who are ready to perish round about them; these 
tidings are as cold water to the thirsty soul; they 
rejoice — ^they love his appearing. 

But there is an appearing of Christ yet more 
glorious — ^when he shall come to be admired in all 
them that believe; when he shall come to be glori- 
fied in all his saints; when he shall come to gather 
out of all nations his elect, and to take them to 
dwell with him, and to manifest himadf ^\sl<:ss^s^ 
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hhaadi, be win eotm imto BdntiiM,Mtte ^n 
Tniaifi-KltinB of In nnns powv, Ua icdMB 
loT^ lui triinnphiiil graoe. Loic Ui ^Tpeari 
when be will cant lo take « awaj fion an; w 
he win eome to put an end to aD da anfrai 
wcriu of darkncH; wfaea be w31 oana to fiiiid 
great otgect of bif life and Us wntka, aad to !«■ 
not in tngicsoaie, not in moA iLfWwntaliM, 
etcnul worid; bat to nBJbU tbfa^ act bmb aa ; 
m»iiifi>f t diviiulj in himiiplf, anveil cBtim) eom 
and grace and power in bis people, sad to ba^ 
ficd in all tbem that fear him* 

Do jon love his aiqiearing? and for tbis pn] 
are jon willing lo endnre all the sc^wntioDS I 
tbia life can realize? Witb tbe Apostle, an 
readj to a^y, "lo be absent from tbe body, >k 
be present witb tbe hmd, whicb is Eur better"? 
there friend or brotber, bnsband or wife, parav 
child, booses or laods, tb&t come between yoa 
Christ? Do 70D cling to tbem? Witb wbran wt 
yon wisb to abide? Wonld yon rather go to Cb 
than poesess all earthly ricbes? Would it bej 
fnl and welcome news to yon, were you told, To-ni 
yon go to Christ, to-night yon pnt oflf tbe body, 
night yon enter into glory, to-oi^t yon behold 
ff/peaiingJ OhI iT such be the cbaiacter of 3 
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minds, if in truth you love his appearing, then the 
crown of righteousness that we have spoken of is an 
inheritance prepared for you. 

What friends of Jesus will refuse such a crown? 
It is offered to yoij; will you push it away and refuse 
to wear it? It has been again and again offered to 
you: not man's hand hath lifted and held it forth; 
not angel's or cherubim's form hath appeared to 
present it to you; but God in Christ hath appeared 
reconciling the world unto himself, and he hath 
employed us, as his messengers, in his stead, to pray 
you to be reconciled unto God by the death of his 
Son; to behold Christ as your Saviour, waiting to 
be gracious to you. Now, this day, this moment, we 
are authorized to say. This is the time of love, now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. 
To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. Oh, may God prepare us all, by a reception 
of Christ, for that Crown of Kighteousness which 
fadeth not! 
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